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Drapchi Prison List 

14 year old sentenced to 2 years imprisonment 

The Chinese authorities have sentenced a 14 year old boy, 
caught making pro-independence leaflets at his school, to 2 
years imprisonment in an adult prison, according to a detailed 
report received from Tibet 

The information comes from a list of 77 prisoners held in 
Drapchi prison, 3 kilometres north of the Tibetan capital. The 
list was obtained by Tibet Information Network from sources 
in Lhasa who had access to official Government documents. 

Entry No. 66 on the list goes "Lhakpa Tsering, age 14, 
birthplace Lhasa Town, Sentence 2 years." Under the column 
for "workplace" the word "student" has been entered. 

Lhakpa Tsering was one of 6 schoolchildren detained by 
police on 4th November 1989 for "forming a 
counter-revolutionary organisation" at No.1 Middle School in 
Lhasa, the most prestigious school in the city. On 8th 
December last year the schoolboys were publicly accused by 
the authorities of making and distributing posters calling for 
Tibetan independence. 

An official announcement on Radio Lhasa said that the group, 
which was named variously as The Mountain Ranges Youth 
Association' or the Young Lion Association’, had been 
"slandering the Communist Party and the socialist system" as 
well as threatening the unity of the motherland. The group 
was said to have ben formed by 5 pupils at the school - 
Lhakpa Tsering (senior), Lhakpa Tsering (middle) Pemba 
Tsering, Tashi Wangdu, and Migmar Tsering. 

Last December another pupil, Phurbu, was sentenced without 
trial to "reform through education" for an unspecified period. 
But until now nothing was known about the fate or even the 
ages of the other 5, described as more serious offenders. 

According to the list, another of the group, Migmar Tsering, 
now 18 years old, is also held at Drapchi prison. The length of 
his sentence is not known. 

Drapchi is a prison for adult criminals and it is a breach of 
both China’s own standard regulations and of international 
standards to hold a juvenile together with adults. Four other 
juveniles, describee by local Tibetans as political prisoners, 
are serving sentences in Drapchi, including a carpenter 
named Dawa Chungdak, who is aged 17. He is serving an 8 
year sentence for an unknown crime. 

Articles 3 and 21 of the "Act of the People’s Republic of China 
for Reform Through Labour" (1954) called for offenders 
between the ages of 13 and 18 to be held in separate 
establishments from adults. Article 10.3 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights demands that juveniles 
be segregated from adults whilst in custody. Article 26.3 of the 
UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of 
Juvenile Justice (1985) - which are known as "the Beijing 
Rules" - also stipulates that juveniles must be kept separate 
from adults. 

The list gives no information about the other school students 
arrested last December. 

Drapchi Prison List: Statistics 

The Drapchi prison list is the first document to reach the 
outside world with detailed information about the sentences of 
Tibetan political prisoners. 
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The Chinese had already given details of the sentences of 28 
of the 77 political prisoners named in the list, and announced 
charges against 8 others. 

The list reveals for the first time the length of sentences 
imposed on the other prisoners, h shows that the average 
length of sentence for a Drapchi political prisoner is 7.5 years. 
15 nave been sentenced to three years or less, but 22 of the 
77 named are serving 10 years or over. 

The prisoners appear to come from all age ranges. The 
average age of the prisoners is 30, but the range is wide: 
most prisoners are in their twenties, but six of me inmates are 
18 years old or under, and four are over 60. 

The youngest is Lhakpa Tsering, aged 14, arrested for 
making pro-independence leaflets at his school, and the 
oldest is Lobsang Tsultrim, a monk at Drepung originally from 
Chang Nagchu. 

Lobsang Tsultrim was arrested in April 1990 for his "failure to 
reform", according to monks who were present when officials 
read out the charges. Lobsang Tsultrim is listed as 75 years 
old: if he survives his prison sentence, he will be 81 when he 
is released. 

In social origins there is a wide range as well. 43 of the 
prisoners are monks, and 34 are lay people. Lay prisoners 
with an average age of 23, tend to be younger than the monks 
and include 8 men who work in house building as painters, 
masons or carpenters, 3 students, 3 who are unemployed, a 
nomad, a farmer, and a discharged soldier. Four people work 
as shopkeepers or traders. 

Three older prisoners are members of the prestigious Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Committee and can be 
assumed to belong to the upper levels of Lhasa or Shigatse 
society. 

Charges 

The list gives no details of charges for which the prisoners are 
held. But 61 of the 77 are known from other sources to have 
been imprisoned because of their involvement in 
demonstrations or other forms of protest. Two of them, Tanak 
Jigme Zangpo and Tamdin Sithar, have been held in prison 
since 1984 for political activities. The others have all been 
imprisoned since September 1987. 

The charges against the prisoners include one man who is 
serving 12 years for encouraging youths to "sing reactionary 
songs*. Tsering Ngodrup, who is 57, was also accused of 
writing a letter containing information about "people’s 
ideological stand" to the exile Tibetan Government in 
Northern India, according to Chinese press statements at the 
time of his trial. 

Six monks and a lay man are serving sentences ranging from 
5 to 19 years for passing information to the "enemy" - in fact, 
the exile Tibetan Government (Nos. 2,4-6,43, 50-51,54). 
Some of these are amongst the 14 people also charged with 
printing leaflets and "spreading counter-revolutionary 
propaganda", also with sentences ranging from 5 to 19 years 
(Nos. 2-6,11,13,32,39,65-6). 

10 of the prisoners have been sentenced for violent offences, 
four of them for alleged involvement in the murder of a 
policeman during the 5th March 1988 demonstration. The 
other six have been imprisoned for "damaging property" 
during demonstrations; sentences range from 3 to 15 years 
(Nos. 55, 58, 63, 69, 71,73). 

According to the available information, the other prisoners are 
guilty of non-violent offences such as shouting slogans (Nos. 
4, 60, 64), criticising the Chinese State in conversations with 
foreigners (Nos. 1,45), possessing illegal posters or leaflets 
(Nos. 42, 52), or hoisting the Tibetan flag (Nos. 40, 41). 

Other Prisoners 

The list does not give the names of all political prisoners held 
either in Drapchi prison or in Lhasa. The list names only two 
of the women held in the prison, According to the sources in 
Lhasa, a number of young women, including four nuns, are 
held at the prison, but their names were not available. 


Although Drapchi is the only formal prison in Lhasa, there are 
several other penal institutions operating under different titles. 
The best known, sometimes referred to as detention centres, 
are Sangyip, Outhridu, and Gutsa. Prisoners who have not 
been given trials are more likely to be held in these 
establishments or in small police stations. 

A list compiled by memory and given to TIN in November 
1989 (Doc 1(X)) by sources in Lhasa named 32 prisoners at 
Drapchi and 62 in Sangyip. It referred to 90 others held 
elsewhere in the city. 

The Drapchi list only refers to those who have been 
sentenced. No figures are available for detainees held without 
trial or awaiting trial. In October 1989 a Chinese official told a 
Reuters correspondent in Lhasa that 63 of the 400 Tibetans 
detained as a result of the March 1989 demonstrations had 
been tried. The rest, he said, had been released, except for 
20 who had been sentenced to administrative detention. 

Those sentenced to administrative detention are sent without 
trial to reformatories or labour camps, where they can serve 
up to 3 years. According to Amnesty International, at least 50 
Tibetans were sentenced to administrative detention as a 
result of political activities in the last three months of 1989 
alone. 

Demonstrations within Lhasa Prison 

Signs have emerged of political protests within Lhasa’s main 
prison, according to reliable sources in Lhasa. The sources, 
who provided a detailed list of the prisoners in the jail in 
September. 

Two prisoners have had their sentences increased because 
of shouting slogans whilst in the prison. 

According to the list of prisoners at Drapchi Prison in Lhasa, 
published by TIN this week, a 22 year old monk has had his 
sentence increased to nine years after some form of political 
protest in the prison. 

Lhundrub Gaden, who comes from Medro Gongkar, was a 
monk at Ganden Monastery until 1989 when he was arrested, 
apparently for involvement in demonstrations that March. 
Lhundrup Gaden, also known as Lhundrup Kelden, is 
believed to have been given a sentence of three years. It has 
been increased to nine years "because of slogan shouting", 
according to reliable sources in Lhasa. 

A second prisoner at Drapchi has had his sentence increased 
to 19 years "because of shouting slogans in 1989", according 
to reliable information from Lhasa. Tanak Jigme Zangpo was 
sentenced in 1984 to an unknown term in prison, apparently 
as a result of shouting slogans critical of Deng Xiao Ping. 

He is one of two long-term prisoners named in the Drapchi 
Prison list, and had already served prison sentences for 
slogan shouting in 1960-63 and again from 1969-1979, 
according to Tibetan sources. If he completes his current 
sentence without shouting any more slogans he will have 
served a total of 26 years in prison by thie time he is due for 
release in the year 2002. 
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Drapchi Prison List 

arranged by categories of offences 

ref: TIN Doc 22(QQ)Off1 

In the list printed here the names of political prisoners held at 
Drapchi are arranged according to the main offences the 
prisoners have been charged with. The information about 
these offences has been added from earlier official Chinese 
statements about these prisoners, except where the word 
"apparently" is used, when the descriptions given by unofficial 
Tibetan sources are used. Most prisoners are guilty of a 
range of political crimes, according to official Chinese press 


PERSONAL NAME 


AGE 


BIRTHPLACE 


statements, but in this list only the most prominent 
accusations are referred to. 

Average space per apartment is approximately 29 sq.m.(306 
sq.ft). 

Average space per person is 7.6 sq.m,(80 sq.ft.); this would 
fall to about 6 sq m (63 sq.ft) under max occupancy. 

There are 47 sub-units in the 9 bldngs., giving an average of 
8 apartments and 30 residents. 

NOTES 

1) A "room" is nominally 4m x 4m; fractional rooms are added 
for a total 

2) Shops are not counted as living space, but it is assumed 
that one person may sleep in the shop for security. 


WORKPLACE 


SENTENCE 
(IN YRS) 


1) 

2 ) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6 ) 
7) 


9) 

10 ) 
11 ) 
12 ) 

13) 

14) 

15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20 ) 
21 ) 

22 ) 

23) 


tse Dzong T.A.R. Political Consultative Cttee 

3 for "spreading counter-revolutionary propaganda" by 


10 


Yulu Dawa Tsering 62 Ta< 

* Detained Dec 1987 and convicted Jan 19 19t 
speaking to a foreigner 

Ngawang Phulchung 34 Toelung Dechen Monk at Drepung Gonpa 19 

* Convicted November 30th 1989 for forming "counter-revolutionary organisation" and printing "reactionary" documents; 
also accused of spying 

Ngawang Oeser 22 Dranang Monk at Drepung 17 

lay name: Jamyang . . . 

* Convicted November 30th 1989 for forming "counter-revolutionary organisation" and pnnting reactionary" documents 

Jampel Changchub 
lay name: Yugyal 
[ * same offence as No.2] 

Ngawang Gyentsen 
lay name: Noegyen 
[ * same as No.2] 

Ngawang Rigzin 
(* same as No.2] 

Jampel Monlam 
lay name: Dradul 
[ * same as No.3] 

Ngawang Kunga 
lay name: Dorje Thinley 
[* same as No.3] 

Jampel Losel 
[ * same as No.3] 

Ngawang Tenrab — J - 

Apparently arrested for involvement in demonstrations and putting up pro-independence posters 

Jampel Tsering 21 MekJro Monk at Drepung ° 

[ * same as No.3] 

Ngawang Pakar 29 Toelung Monk at Drepung 8 

^ppa^entiy arrested in March 1989 while trying to escape to India for involvement in demonstrations; also accused of putting up 
pro-independence posters 

Kelsang Thutob 46 Toelung Monk at Drepung 

[ * same as No.2] 

Lobsang Tsultrim 75 Chang Nagchu Monk at Drepung 

Arrested April 1990 apparently for failure to reform 

Yeshe Dradul 24Gongkar Dzong Monk from Sungrab Ling5 

Monk from Ganden apparently arrested for involvement in March 1989 demonstrations 


32 

Toelung 

Monk at Drepung 

19 

36 

Toelung 

Monk at Drepung 

17 

29 

Phenpo, Lhundrub Dzong 

Monk at Drepung 

9 

26 

Tsalgung Thang 

Monk at Drepung 

5 

26 

MekJro 

Monk at Drepung 

5 

27 

Tagtse 

Monk at Drepung 

10 

33 

Tagtse 

Monk at Drepung 

7 


18 

6 


Yeshe Paljor 23 

[same as No.15] 

Yeshe Ngawang 22 

[same as No. 15] 

Tsultrim Champa 25 

[same as No. 15] 

Chime Tsering 20 

[same as No. 15] 

Yeshe Tsering 23 

[same as No.15] 

Khyentse Legdrub 27 

lay name: Phurbu Tsering 
[Details of charges not known] 
Ngawang Rangdrol 20 

[Details of charges not known] 


Gongkar Dzong 
Gongkar Dzong 
Gongkar Dzong 
Gongkar Dzong 
Gongkar Dzong 
Gongkar Dzong 

Nangkartse 
Nedong Dzor 


Monk at Ganden 
Monk at Ganden 
Monk at Ganden 
Monk at Ganden 
Monk at Ganden 
Monk at Namrab Dag 


Tenpa Wangdrag 46 Nedong Dzong Moi 

Arrested 3 July 1988 apparently for involvement in March 1988 demonstration 


Monk at Samye 
Monk at Ganden 


3 

5 

3 
2 

4 
3 

3 
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24) 

Lobsang Yeshe 

26 

Meldro 

Monk at Ganden 

12 

[Details of charges not known] 




25) 

Lobsang Choejor 

32 

Meldro 

Monk at Ganden 

9 


(or ununjor) 

Apparently arrested for involvement in 

10th December 1988 demonstration 


26) 

Lobsang Pelden 
[same as No.25] 

32 

"Chamdo, "Pashu 

Monk at Ganden 

10 

27) 

Dragpa Tsultrim 
[same as No.25] 

41 

Meldro 

Monk at Ganden 

8 

28) 

Lobsang Tashi 

28 

Tagtse 

Monk at Ganden 

7 

lay name: Chungdak 

* Arrested either December 1987 for joining 

or failing to stop planned protest by monks from Ganden, where he was the Political Secretary 

29) 

Tenzin Tsultrim 
[same as No.25] 

26 

Tagtse 

Monk at Ganden 

5 

30) 

Dragpa Tengye 
[same as No.25] 

26 

Meldro 

Monk at Ganden 

4 

31) 

Lhundrub Gaden 

22 

Meldro 

Monk at Ganden 

9 

for Kelden) lay name: Tashi 

Apparently arrested for involvement in 5th March 1988 demonstration or the 10th December 1988 demonstration 


32) 

Tashi Tsering 

55 

Area No.3,Shigatse 

Member of the 

Political Consultative Cttee. 

7 


* Arrested November 1989 for 'spreading counter-revolutionary propaganda" by producing pro-independence leaflets 

33) Lobsang Tenzin 25 Lhasa Town Tbet University To be 

executed in 2 years 

* Convicted Jan 1989 of killing a policeman during 5th March 1988 demonstration 

34) SonamWangdu 36 Lhasa Town Private business life 

alias Shungden sentence 

* Convicted Jan 1989 of involvement in killing a policeman during 5th March 1988 demonstration 


35) 

Gyentsen Choephel 
[ * same as No.34] 

22 

Lhasa Town 

Private business 

15 

36) 

Tsering Dondrub 
[ * same as No.34] 

30 

Lhasa Town 

School of Religion [Nechung] 

10 

37) 

Tamdin 

24 

Meldro 

Monk at Ganden 

5 


Arrested during or just after March 1988 demonstrations 

38) Champa Choephel 22 Tagtse MonkatGanden 3 

lay name: Bagdro 

Apparently accused of involvement in the killing of a member of the security forces during a demonstration 

39) DondrubDorje 45 Lhasa Town Driver, 5 

Hat & Shoe Factory 

* First arrested 14 Oct 1987, later released and re-arrested; convicted Nov 30th 1989 for "spreading 
counter-revolutionary propaganda" by producing pro-independence leaflets 

40) Gyentsen Oeser 23 Chushur Dzong Monk at Rato 4 

lay name: Dawa 

* Convicted August 1989 for hoisting Tfcetan flag 

41) Gyentsen Choedrag 25 Chushur Dzong Monk at Rato 3 

lay name: Nangkar 

l * same as No.40] 

42) Lhundrub Jinpa 25 Phenpo, Monk at Jokhang 5 

(or Dawa [WangduJ) Lhundrup 

lay name: Dawa 

Apparently arrested February or April 1989 for putting up pro-independence posters and demonstrating. 

43) Ngawang Chamtsul 30 Phenpo, Caretaker Monk, Potala 15 

lay name: Loyak Lhundrup 

* Convicted 5th December 1990 for "passing information to the enemy" and spreading "counter-revolutionary propaganda" 


44) Tsering 

45) 

46) 

47) 

48) 

49) 

50) 

51) 


48 Kham, Mi Nyag Former Sera Monk, 7 

now Carpenter 

* Convicted on 5th Oct 1989 for shouting "reactionary slogans" on March 5th 1989 and demonstrating on Dec 10th 1988. 

Thubten Tsering 64 Chang Nagchu Sera Monastery, 6 

Treasurer 

* Probably the Thubten Tsering arrested with Yulu Dawa Tsering (see Case No.1) in December 1987for speaking to a foreigner 
"about Tibetan independence". 

Ngawang Tenzin 21 Toelung Monk at 8 

lay name: Nyima Kyormolung Monastery 

[Details of charges not known] 

Ngawang Tsultrim 24 Toelung Monk at 6 

lay name: Penpa Kyormolung Monastery 

Perhaps the one of that name arrested after the March 1989 demonstration 


25 


Toelung 


Toelung 


Monk at 

Kyormolung Monastery 
Monk at 

Kyormolung Monastery 


Ngawang Shenyen 
lay name: Phun Dorje 
[Details of charges not known] 

Ngawang Rabsang 18 

lay name: Norbu 
[Details of charges not known] 

Tenzin Phuntsog 36 Lhasa Town Sera monk 

* Convicted 12 September 1989 of "spying" and "collecting information". 

Ngodrub 37 Lhasa Town Member of the 

Political Consultative Cttee 

* Convicted on Sept 12th 1989 of "passing information to the enemy" as a spy for the "Dalai Clique". 
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52) Tenpa Phulchung 


53) 


54) 


55) 


56) 

57) 


59) 

60) 
61) 
62) 

63) 

64) 

65) 


Apparently arrested 22 December for having illegal posters 
Thubten Namdrol 63 Dagpo Gyatsha 


Accountant, 

Co-operative Shoe Factory 


Monk at Draraludrag 9 

Dzong 

Arrested December 14th 1987 apparently for political activities 

Tsering Ngodrub 59 Lhoka, Lhuntse Dzong Quarry Co-operative 12 

* Convicted September 1989 for ’encouraging youths to sing reactionary songs* and writing a letter revealing the state of the 
’people's ideological spirit" to the Exile Tibetan Government. 

Tsering Dorje 27 Lhasa Town Granary Office 3 

* Arrested the night after the September 27th 1987 demonstration; convicted on 19th January 1989 of "damaging public property" in the 
demonstration 

Dawa 27 Chushur Nomad 3 

[Details of charges not known] 

Tenzin 18 Lhasa 5 

[Details of charges not known] 

Kelsang 24 Lhasa Carpenter 4 

* Sentenced September 12th 1989 for "destruction of property" during March 5th 1989 demonstration 

Dradul 23 Lhasa Discharged from army 16 

[Details of charges not known] 

Dorje 26 Shot, Lhasa Mason 4 

* Convicted for chanting "reactionary slogans" and throwing stones during March 5th 1989 demonstration 

Choeden 28 Dranang Dzong Farmer 2 

[Details of charges not known] 

Tenzin Wangyal 22 Lhasa Looking for work 2 

[Details of charges not known] 

Penpa Tsering 22 Lhasa Mason 10 

* Convicted on June 11th 1988 for "causing damage to Public Transport Property" during the October 1987 demonstration 
(named in earlier reports as Tenpa Tsering) 

Dawa Tsering 20 Lhasa Looking for work 4 

* Convicted for chanting "reactionary slogans" and throwing stones during March 5th 1989 demonstration 

Migmar Tsering 18 Lhasa Student [sentence unknown] 

* Arrested in December 1989 for organising or joining "counter-revolutionary group" at No 1 Middle School, Lhasa, 
and for putting up pro-independence posters 


66) 

Lhakpa Tsering 14 

[ * same as No.65] 

Lhasa 

Student 

2 

67) 

DawaChungdag 17 

[Details of charges not known] 

Lhasa 

Carpenter 

8 

68) 

Sonam Tobgyal 24 

[Details of charges not known] 

Lhasa 

House painter [?] 

5 

69) 

Penpa 24 Lhasa House painter [?] 

* Convicted 29 July 1989 of "shouting slogans and damaging property" during demonstrations 

3 


70) 


Phurbu Tserini 
[Amnesty (Al 1 


^7/10/90) 


25 


Lhasa 


House painter [?] 


reported that he had received a 3 year sentence but gave no details of charge] 


71) Dawa 25 Lhasa Mason 8 

* Sentenced September 12th 1989 for "destruction of property" during the March 5th 1989 demonstrations 

72) Thubten Gyurmed 18 Lhasa Looking for work 3 

[Details of charges not known] 

73) Pasang 21 Lhasa Construction work 15 

* Convicted Sept 12 1989 for "burning, looting, rioting" during the March 1989 demonstrations 

74) PumoChungdag [female] Lhasa Shopkeeper/Trade 5 

[Details of charges not known] 

75) Ngawang Youdron [female], 37 Lhasa Shopkeeper/Trade 7 

[Details of charges not known] 

76-79) [Four nuns known to be held; names and details not available.] 


80) Tane Jigsang (or Tanak Jigme Zangpo) 19 

Imprisoned for political protests and slogan shouting 1960-63 and 1969-79. Re-arrested in September 1983 
apparently for shouting slogans criticising Deng Xiao Ping 


81) Tamdin Sithar of Kunsana Tse [family] 12 

Imprisoned from 1971-75 for "underground activities"; re-arrested 26 August 1983; re-convicted Aug/Sept 1984; 
Amnesty International Prisoner of Conscience. - end 


Drapchi Prison List 

arranged by categories of offences 

ref: TIN Doc 22(QQ)Off1 

PERSONAL NAME AGE BIRTHPLACE 


In the list printed here the names of political prisoners held at 
Drapchi are arranged according to the main offences the 
prisoners have been charged with. The information about 
these offences has been added from earlier official Chinese 
statements about these prisoners, except where the word 
"apparently" is used, when the descriptions given by unofficial 
Tibetan sources are used. Most prisoners are guilty of a 
range of political crimes, according to official Chinese press 
statements, but in this list only the most prominent 
accusations are referred to. 

WORKPLACE SENTENCE 


For printing leaflets/forming counter-revolutionary organisations 
2) Ngawang Phulchung 34 Toelung Dechen Drepung Gonpa 


(IN YRS) 
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3) 

Ngawang Oeser 
lay name: Jamyang 

22 

Dranang 


17 

4) 

Jampel Changchub 
lay name: Yugyal 

32 

Toelung 


19 

5) 

Ngawang Gyentse 
lay name: Noegyen 

36 

Toelung 


17 

6) 

Ngawang Rigzin 

29 

Phenpo, Lhundrub Dzong 


9 

7) 

Jampel Monlam 
lay name: Dradul 

26 

Tsalgung Thang 


5 

8) 

Ngawang Kunga 
lay name; Dorje Thinley 

26 

Medro 


5 

9) 

Jampel Lose! 

27 

Tagtse 


10 

11) 

Jampel Tsering 

21 

Medro 


5 

13) 

K el sang Thutob 

46 

Toelung 


18 

32) 

Tashi Tsering 

55 

Area No.3, Shigatse 

Member of the Political 
Consultative Cttee 

7 

39) 

Dondrub Dorje 

45 

Lhasa Town 

Driver, Hat & Shoe Factory 

5 

65) 

Migmar Tsering 

18 

" 

Student 

[sentence not known] 

66) 

Lhagpa Tsering 

14 

" 

" 

2 


For spying/passing information to the enemy 



50) 

Tenzin Phuntsog 

36 

Lhasa Town 

Sera monk 

5 

51) 

N god rub 

37 


Member of the Polrtica 
Consultative Cttee [Chab Gros] 

10 

43) 

Ngawang Chamtsul 

30 

Phenpo, Lhundrup 

Caretaker Monk, Potala 

15 

lay name: Loyak (also accused of counter-revolutionary propaganda) 
(Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 54 also accused of spying as well as other offences) 





For criticising the Party while speaking to foreigners 



1) 

Yulu Dawa Tsering 

62 

Tagtse Dzong 

T.A.R. Political 

Consultative Cttee. 

10 

45) 

Thubten Tsering 

64 

Chang Nagchu 

Sera Monastery 
treasurer 

6 


For encouraging reactionary singing 




54) 

Tsering Ngodrub 
(also accused of spying) 

59 

Lhoka, Lhuntse Dzong 

Quarry Co-operative 

12 


For hoisting Tibetan flag/demonstrating 




40) 

Gyentsen Oeser 
lay name: Dawa 

23 

Chushur Dzong 

Rato monk 

4 

41) 

Gyentsen Choedrag 
lay name: Nangkar 

25 

" 


3 


For shouting slogans/demonstrating 




44) 

Tsering 

48 

Kham, Mi Nyag 

Carpenter, former Sera monk 

7 

60) 

Dorje 

26 

Shol, Lhasa 

Mason 

4 

64) 

Dawa Tsering 

20 

• 

Looking for work 

4 


For damaging property during a demonstration 



55) 

Tsering Dorje 

27 

Lhasa Town 

Granary Office 

3 

58) 

Kelsang 

24 


Carpenter 

4 

63) 

Penpa Tsering 

22 


Mason 

10 

69) 

Penpa 

24 


House Painter 

3 

71) 

Dawa 

25 


Mason 

8 

73) 

Pasang 

21 


Construction work 

15 


For involvement in killing a policemen in a demonstration 



33) 

Lobsang Tenzin 

25 

Lhasa Town 

Tibet University 

To be executed 
Jan 1991 

34) 

Sonam Wanodu 
alias Shungcfen 

36 

- ’ 

private business 

life sentence 

35) 

Gyentsen Choephel 

22 

. . 

. . 

15 

36) 

Tsering Dondrub 

30 

" ' 

School of Religion [Nechung] 

10 


Apparently for having or putting up posters 



42) 

Lhundrub Jinpa 

25 

Phenpo, Lhundrup 

Jokhang monk 

5 

lay name: Dawa [or Dawa Wangdu; also demonstrated] 



52) 

Tenpa Phulchung 

47 

Lhasa Town 

Accountant, 

Co-operative Shoe Factory 

7 

Apparently for failure to reform 





14) 

Lobsang Tsultrim 

75 

Chang Nagchu 

Drepung Monk 

6 

Apparently for shouting slogans or underground activities 



53) 

Thubten Namdrol 

63 

Dagpo Gyatsha Dzong 

Monk at Draraludrag 

9 

180) 

Tane Jigsang 



- 

19 

(81) 

Tamdin Sithar of Kunsang Tse [family] 

- 


12 
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Apparently for involvement in demonstrations 


10) 

Ngawang Tenrab 

33 

Tagtse 

Monk from Drepung 

7 

12) 

Ngawang Pakar 

29 

Toelung 

. . 

8 

15) 

Yes he Dradul 

24 

Gongkar Dzong 

Monk from Sungrab Ling 

5 

16) 

Yes he Paljor 

23 



3 

17) 

Yes he Ngawang 

22 



5 

18) 

Tsultrim Champa 

25 



3 

19) 

Chime Tsering 

20 



2 

20) 

Yes he Tsering 

23 



4 

23) 

Ten pa Wangdrag 

46 

Nedong Dzong 

Gaden monk 

15 

24) 

Lobsang Yeshe 

26 

Medro 

Gaden monk 

12 

05) 

Lobsang Choejor 

32 

Medro 


9 

06) 

Lobsang Pelden 

32 

Chamdo, Pashu 


10 

27) 

Dragpa Tsultrim 

41 

Medro 


8 

28) 

Lobsang Tashi 
lay name. Chungdak 

28 

Tagtse 


7 

29) 

Tenzin Tsultrim 

26 

Tagtse 


5 

30) 

Dragpa Tengye 

26 

Medro 


4 

31) 

Lhundrub Gaden 
lay name: Tashi 

22 

Medro 


9 

37) 

Tamdin 

24 

Medro 


5 

47) 

Ngawang Tsultrim 
lay name: Penpa 

24 

Toelung 

Monk at Kyormoling 

6 


Apparently for involvement in killing a policemen in a demonstration 



38) 

Champa Choephe 
lay name: Bagdro 

22 

Tagtse 

Gaden Monk 

3 


No information about charges yet available 



21) 

Khyentse Legdrub 
lay name: Phurbu Tsering 

27 

Gongkar 

Monk at Namrab Dag 

3 

22) 

Ngawang Rangdrol 

20 

Nangkartse 

Samye monk 

3 

46) 

Ngawang Tenzin 
lay name: Nyima 

21 

Toelung 

Monk at Kyormolung 

8 

48) 

Ngawang Shenyen 
lay name: Phun Dorje 

25 



6 

49) 

Ngawang Rabsang 
lay name: Norbu 

18 



3 

56) 

Dawa 

27 

Chushur 

Nomad 

3 

57) 

Tenzin 

18 

Lhasa 


5 

59) 

Dradul 

23 

" 

Discharged from army 

16 

61) 

Choeden 

28 

Dranang Dzong 

Farmer 

2 

62) 

Tenzin Wangyal 

22 

Lhasa 

Looking for work 

2 

67) 

Dawa Chungdag 

17 


Carpenter 

8 

68) 

Sonam Tobgyal 

24 


Dyer [or house painter?] 

5 

70) 

Phurbu Tsering 

25 


" . 

3 

72) 

Thubten Gyurmed 

18 


Looking for work 

3 

74) 

Pumo Chungdag 

- 


Shopkeeper/T rade 

5 

75) 

Pumo Ngawang Youdron 

37 


" " 

7 
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Arrests 

Monk arrested for hoisting flag 

A Tibetan monk has been arrested for flying a Tibetan 
national flag from the roof of his monastery, according to a 
report from Lhasa. 

The monk, whose lay name is Tsering Dorje, hoisted the 
forbidden flag of the mountain and the snow lions at about 5 
a.m., on the morning of 1st October, from the roof of Gyurme 
Monastery in Lhasa. 

Tsering Done, who is 26 yrs and comes from Phuntsok Ling 
in Phenpo, he is a monk at Gyurme, known officially as the 
Upper Tantric College, situated in Dekyi Shar Lam, Lhasa 

Police are said to have seen the flag at about 7am on 1 st 
October, a day markinc} the 41 st anniversary of the founding 
of the Chinese Republic as well as the third anniversary of 
major pro-independence demonstrations in Lhasa. 

Tsering Dorje was arrested after police, who searched all 
sixteen of the monks rooms on the upper floor of Gyurme 
monastery, found a flag in his room. The monk is reported by 
other Tibetans to have confessed to hoisting the flag, and to 
have insisted that he did it on his own. Tibetan sources say 
that he is being held in ’Kuwang Ting’, probably a local police 
station in the city. 

In Chinese law possession of the Tibetan flag is regarded as 
a counter-revolutionary offence. Two monks from Rato 
monastery were sentenced last September to terms of 3 and 

4 years respectively for hoisting a Tibetan flag at their 
monastery, 25 km south of Lhasa. 

Tourists Help Police Arrest Tibetans 

A number of western tourists have caused Tibetans to be 
arrested in Lhasa in the last three months. 

The Westerners were asking Tibetans questions, some of 
them about their political opinions, and the Tibetans were 
arrested by police immediately afterwards. At least one 
western was questioning a Tioetan in a public tea house, and 
taping the conversation. 

A Tibetan doctor was arrested in late September immediately 
after he spoke to an American tourist at about 5p.m. one 
afternoon in a tea house in the Tibetan quarter of Lhasa. The 
tourist was taping the conversation. 

The doctor, whose name is Lhagyal, is around 30 years old 
and works in the Lhasa Municipal Hospital. He lives in the 
Jayang Kyil district of Lhasa, located just behind the 
Snowlanas Hotel. According to the report from Lhasa, 
immediately after the interview he was taken to Gutsa prison, 

5 kilometres east of the capital. 

In a detailed report form Lhasa, the tourist is quoted as 
directly inviting Dr. Lhagyal to incriminate himself by asking if 
he supported "freedom for Tibet". In his answer to the 
question the doctor broke the strict Chinese laws against 
counte r-revolution. 

Police waited until the interview was completed and then 
chased the tourist down the street. The tape of the interview 
was taken from the American’s tape recorder. The tourist 
suffered no further problems with the police. Dr. Lhagyal was 
arrested immediately, according to the reports. 

According to one Tibetan in Lhasa, "there are many cases like 
this". 

Other Arrests After Talking with Foreigners 

One incident of this type occurred late on the evening of 13th 
September, when two foreigners spoke to a young Tibetan 
man in the courtyard of the Snowlands Hotel. They are said 
to have discussed the subjects of freedom and independence. 
When the foreigners left, the Tibetan was taken away by 
plain-clothes police who had been listening to the discussion, 
according to other Tibetans who were present. 


Unconfirmed accounts refer to two similar incidents in July 
and August, but give no details. In late September police are 
reported to have made strenuous efforts to identify a monk 
seen speaking to a foreigner who had stayed in the Jokhang 
Temple until well after normal visiting hours. They are not 
believed to have succeeded in identifying the monk. 

In another incident, in early October, police are reported to 
have been taking special steps to investigate certain 
foreigners whom they suspected were trying to gather 
information. One report said police had surveilled him during 
much of his stay in Lhasa and knew whom he had talked to. 

The series of arrests following conversations initiated by 
western tourists comes after a public lecture by one tourist in 
Dharamsala, Northern India, who advised western travellers 
this summer to go to Tibet and tape record interviews with 
Tibetans they met there. 

In July an American journalist in southern Tibet was seen by 
his guide attempting to record a conversation with a farmer. 
The journalist later wrote articles about the interviews under 
his own name and is almost certain to have incriminated the 
uide, who had been his unwitting translator and assistant, in 
oing so. 

A number of Tibetan guides have been fined substantial 
amounts for failing to report suspicious activities by tourists in 
their charge, or for allowing them to deviate from their official 
itineraries. 

According to a Tibetan now living in exile but until recently 
working in Lhasa, all citizens are required to report back to the 
authoriities details of any conversation they have with 
foreigners. Instructions to this effect are contained in the 
Chinese Law on Citizenship, according to the Tibetan, who 
asked not to be named. He added that they are also required 
to ask permission before meeting a foreigner, though these 
rules are not always enforced. 

Medical Student Arrested 

Police in Lhasa, hunting for underground leaflets, have 
arrested a medical student in Lhasa, according to a report 
from the city. 

On 30th September police arrested a student named Dondrup 
from his dormitory at the Mentsikhang, the Hospital of Tibetan 
Medicine in Lhasa, according to the report. Police who 
searched his room are said to have found illegal posters and 
a Tibetan flag. Possession of the Tibetan national flag is 
strictly forbidden by the Chinese authorities and is considered 
a serious offence. 

Dondrup is a monk from Amdo Rabkung monastery, but no 
more details are known about him. Police are believed to 
have found more posters hidden under a bed in one of the 
wards at the Mentsikhang. The hospital is reported to have 
been under close watch by police since the arrest was made. 

Detained for Interrogation 

According to a report from Lhasa, a Tibetan monk named 
Phuntsok Jorju, aged 22 yrs old, was arrested on 8th 
September. His family name given as s Khyedrup. 

A source said that he was arrested by police while he was 
working with other monks, but gave no other details. His 
friends were told by police that he would be released that 
same night and was being held for interrogation, according 
the report. 

The report, written three weeks later, said that at that time his 
whereabouts were still uncertain. The report added that there 
were many cases where the family and friends of prisoners 
were not informed where a prisoner was being held. 

Up to 70 Nuns Reported Detained 

TIN News Update/13 Oct 1990 

Reports from Lhasa indicate that a large number of Tibetan 
nuns have been detained by police. 
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The nuns were picked up on different occasions during the 
month of September from nunneries near Lhasa. The police 
operation appears to have been designed to prevent the 
women from staging protests on September 27th and October 
1 st, the anniversaries of major demonstrations in 1987. 

One report from a source in Lhasa put the total number of 
nuns detained in September at 70. It is not known if lay 
people and monks were also arrested during this operation. 

According to a separate report by a nun from Shuksep 
Nunnery, up to 30 nuns from that nunnery alone had been 
detained on 27th September. The nun, who cannot be named, 
said her colleagues had been detained 'because they called 
for Tibetan independence". 

This is the first recent account of the use of large-scale 
preventive detentions in Tibet, where until now most mass 
arrests have taken place after demonstrations. 

Restrictions on Movement for Monks and Nuns 

Few monks were allowed past checkpoints into Lhasa during 
late September, according to some witnesses. One report 
described police vehicles positioned outside monasteries near 
Lhasa. The monks at the Jokhang Temple in the centre of 
Lhasa were confined to the Temple throughout the two weeks 
leading up to the anniversaries, according to another source. 

The nun from Shuksep said she had been told to return to her 
nunnery by a certain date but understood that once there she 
would not oe allowed to leave the premises. 

There are not thought to have been any demonstrations on 
either 27th September or 1 st October in the centre of Lhasa, 
where police presence was intense throughout the two weeks 
before the anniversaries. 

Tension is reported to have been extremely high in other 
areas including Tsetang, where on September 28th the 
members of a French tourist group were confined to their 
quarters before being told to leave the area, and a Swiss 
tourist group were detained by police for a few hours before 
being sent back to Lhasa. 

Nuns lead Protests in August, September 

The detentions came after or during a series of small 
demonstrations led by nuns in Lhasa, who have initiated 
many of the pro-independence demonstrations in the capital 
since 1987. 

14 were arrested when they began to chant 
pro-independence slogans during an opera festival at the 
Norbulingka on 21st August. 5 more, together with one monk, 
were seized and beaten by police during a demonstration in 
the centre of Lhasa on September 14th. According to a late 
report, they are being held in Gutsa prison. 

The detentions come in spite of a major operation by the 
authorities designed to identify and break up dissident groups 
in religious institutions. The operation, which began in 
November 1989, culminated in the week beginning April 14th 
1990, when over 300 suspects were expelled from 
monasteries and nunneries in the Lhasa valley. At least 200 
of them are reported to have been nuns. 

21st August Arrests: Prisoners’ Names 

The Tibet Youth Congress, an exile organisation based in 
Dharamsala, Northern India, has reported the names of 14 
nuns and one monk arrested during the Norbulingka Opera 
protest on 21 st August. 

They include 8 nuns from Mijung Ri Nunnery: 

Karma Thinley, age 33, from Thoelung; 

Gylatsen Lungrig, age 20, from Lhoka; 

Tenzin Thupten, age 21, from Medro Gungar; 

Tenzin Wangmo, age 24; 

Lobsang Choedon, age 23; 

Gyaltsen Choedon, age 18, all from Medro; 

Lhundrup Sangmo, age 23, from Phenpo. 


Six were from Gari Nunnery: 

Gyaltsen Dolkar, age 20, from Medro Ruthok; 

Gyaltsen Choezom, age 22, from Taktse; 

Gyaltsen Lhasam, age 23, from Gyaltse; 

Gyaltsen Monlam, age 17, from Phodo; 

Ngawang Sangdon, age 13, from Lhasa (Tenling); 

Ngawang Choedon, age 25, from Laktse Chumda. 

The monk arrested with the nuns on 21 st August was named 
by the organisation as Lobsang Dorje, from Sera Monastery, 

A report that three students from the University of Tibet were 
also arrested in the same incident remains unconfirmed. 

- end - 

Prisoner Reports 

A number of unconfirmed reports have been received from 
sources in Tibet about the condition of leading political 
prisoners in Lhasa. 

According to a reliable report in late August, Tseten Norgye 
was then in a much improved condition in his cell in Gutsa 
prison, 3 km east of Lhasa. The report confirmed accounts 
that his physical condition had earlier deteriorated and that he 
had suffered some form of mental derangement as a result of 
prison treatment in the months after his arrest in April 1989. 

He is said now to be in fair health, to be in a calm frame of 
mind and to be spending much of his time praying. Tibetans 
in Lhasa attribute the improvement to foreign pressure on 
China. Tseten Norgye, former book-keeper at the Banakshol 
Hotel in Lhasa, was arrested for giving out leaflets and a 
mimeograph machine was found in his room. No information 
was available on the current status of his case, nor on the 
others who were implicated along with him. 

Yulu Dawa Tsering is said to be in acceptable condition, 
though no specific or new information was available. It is said 
that authorities are careful in their handling of him because of 
international pressure. 

Lobsang Tenzin is reported by sources in the capital to be in 
poor condition. He is still "treated badly" and is said to be in 
leg irons 24 hours a day. Some reports say that he is 
compelled to perform hard labour, and add that his chains are 
not removed during labour periods. According to a separate 
report, he is likely to face trial for additional, unspecified 
offences. 

Lobsang Tenzin, a University Student until his arrest in March 
1988, is due to be executed in January 1991 for the alleged 
murder of a Chinese policeman during a 1988 demonstration 
unless the authorities decide that he has shown signs of 
"genuine reform". 

There are unconfirmed reports that the international 
condemnation of China’s human rights record in Tibet has led 
to the authorities being more careful in their use of torture in 
prisons. New detainees are still said to be beaten and 
tortured, especially with electric batons, but these people are 
not held at Drapchi, Lhasa’s main prison. 

The worst incidents apparently occur in Gutsa, where most 
prisoners are held without charge or prior to a trial. Some 
reports indicate an increase in tne practice of torture at local 
police stations as well. As in China, treatment of prisoners 
improves after sentencing. Drapchi inmates are said to be 
putting in long hours of heavy labour and are still fed an 
inadequate diet. Prisoners in all local institutions are 
depending heavily on what visitors can bring. Visits are 
allowed usually once every month, although most remand 
prisoners appear to be held incommunicado. 

A separate report says that some of the 16 or more people 
arrested during the Norbulingka demonstration on 23?? 
August have been severely tortured whilst in prison. It alleges 
that some prisoners were beaten unconscious during arrest. 
"Torture still exists and is being carried out with full force", 
says the report. 

The Chinese made a public display of leniency towards 
prisoners on 25th August, according to Tibet TV, monitored by 
the BBC. Sentences on 22 prisoners were commuted, and 
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two were released on parole. The prisoners were shown 
leniency because they "behaved well in prison, showed signs 
of genuine repentance, performed meritorious deed, worked 
diligently, and underwent a change in their mental attitude". 

Two were named, apparently as Tenpa Tashi and Lobsang 
Palden, as receiving remissions of three and a half years in 
their sentences after helping to put out a prison fire. 

The report also said that one prisoner had had his sentence 
increased, but did not give details. 

The description of the leniency of the Tibet prison service was 
broadcast on 27th August, less than a day before a US 
Congressional delegation was due to visit Tibet. 

Armed Forces 

Military Shuffle 

The People’s Liberation Army in Tibet has appointed a new 
political commissar, according to the Hong Kong paper Tang 
Tai on 28th July. Lieutenant-General Gena Quanli, former 
director of the Political Department of the PLA in the Tibet 
Military District, has replaced Zhang Shaosona. Commissar 
Zhang was the most prominent figure during the 14 months of 
martial law in Tibet. His current position is unknown. 

The new appointment comes during a re-shuffle of district 
level leaders in the PLA, following changes in the top army 
leadership apparently intended to reward supporters of the 
June 1989 Tiananmen operation. 

Apart from the District Commander, Major-General Jiang 
Hongquan, all the other leaders of the Tibet Military District 
have been changed, according to the journal, which is 
considered reliable. Xu Minggao was promoted from chief of 
staff to Deputy Commander of the District, and Qiu Jian, 
formerly with the 13th Army garrison in Chongqing, has been 
appointed director of the Political Department of the Tibet 
Military District. 

The newspaper comments that the 13th Army is believed to 
have provided the troops who garrisoned Lhasa during the 
martial law period. Tang Tai, a Hong Kong journal set up after 
June 1989 by disaffected members of the pro-Chinese 
publication Wen Wei Bao, later reported in its 15th September 
edition that the new chief of the Lanzhou Military Region, Fu 
Quanyou, had earned his promotion whilst attached to the 
Chengdu Military Region bv performing "meritorious deeds in 
the enforcement of martial law in Lhasa". 

The new appointments were announced at a special 
ceremony in Lhasa conducted by Zheng Taihencj, 

Commander of the Chengdu Military Command in June or 
July. 

The deputy political commissar of the Tibet Military District is 
Deng Yongliang, according to a Lhasa TV broadcast on 20th 
August. 

Troops in Tibet: Permanent 

The Chinese have built permanent barracks for PLA troops in 
Tibet for the first time, according to Xinhua on 2nd October. 

The barracks were built on orders from the Central Military 
Commission, chaired by jiang Zemin, according to Xinhua, 
and have been completed. Troops have already moved into 
the first group of completed buildings. 

Since 1987 the central military authorities have allocated 
"special funds" to the troops in Tibet, apparently to improve 
living quarters. The report says that "more permanent facilities 
will be constructed in the coming years". 

The Lhasa Militia 

A special militia force has been set up for operations within 
the old city of Lhasa, according an announcement on Tibet 
TV on 10tn October. 

No details of the new force or its operations were given, but 
figures were given for the achievements of the Lhasa militia 


so far. The reports are careful not to indicate the numbers of 
men in the militia. 

Since the beginning of the "struggles against separatism and 
chaos" in 1987, militiamen in Lhasa have carried out patrols 
involving them in 47,000 man-hours. During these patrols, 
they are said to have confiscated 1,780 "pieces of reactionary 
propaganda material" and seized over 250 criminals. They 
assisted the police in "cracking more than 200 cases", 
according to the television report. 

The militia appears to be run jointly by the "Armed Force 
Department" [sic] of the Lhasa Government and the Lhasa 
Military Sub-district, who co-sponsored Lhasa’s first "militia 
congress" on 9th and 10th October. The congress was 
officially convened to "hear militia deeds and exchange militia 
experience", according to the report. The report noted that 
67% of the men have received military training. 

The Lhasa Militia was founded in 1985 but is now being 
rationalised so as to be more efficient. It has now built up 
militia units in factories, mines and "other establishments", 
reduced the total number of militiamen by two thirds, and 
intensified ideological training of the militiamen. 

Armed Police ’Civilised’ 

On 20th September the head of the Tibet Armed Police Corps 
gave a television interview in which he tried to lay to rest fears 
that his troops would be uncivilised, or that they would not 
co-operate with the public security forces. 

In his interview, Major-General Li Jiarui, commander of the 
Tibet Army Police Corps, spoke about Armed Police plans to 
ensure security during the alert period. 

The General said he had consulted with the regional party 
committee and was "determined to unite with the public 
security department as well as the people throughout the area 
to make positive efforts to implement the plans to ensure 
security", according to a report of the interview published in 
the Summary of World Broadcasts on 24th September. 

If any people did try to "make trouble during the period", the 
General said that his troops "will deal with them according to 
the law". He then ended the interview by re-affirmed the 
law-abiding character of his force, saying "In carrying out our 
duty, we persist in acting in a civilized manner and in 
accordance with the law. That is all I want to say...." 

On 11 th October the Major-General returned to local 
television screens when he was quoted as "stressing the 
need to ... continue the good thinking and good work style of 
the officers and men" during the operations since 15th 
September. His deputy political commissar was quoted in the 
same report as saying that the Armed Police units had been 
"well organised, [and] had good co-operation with the public 
security cadres". 

According to the report, reprinted in SWB on 17th October, 
"performing duties in a civilized manner and treating the 
people with politeness have become the order of the day." 

The Armed Police in Tibet have been singled out for criticism 
for their lack of discipline and brutality in suppressing dissent, 
and in their failure to co-operate with other arms of the 
security forces. 

Detailed accounts of internal conflict between the Armed 
Police and other security organs were given by expatriate 
Chinese journalist Tang Daxian in the pro-democracy 
Paris-based magazine Minzu Zhongguo in August this year. 
Other observers in Tibet had commented on the conflict since 
early 1988. 

Policy 

Chinese Party Secretary: Tibet Policy 
Guidelines 

A steady stream of Government ministers visited Tibet in 
inspection tours in August and September. The burst of 
ministerial activity followed the visit of Party Secretary Jiang 
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Zemin to Lhasa in July. The Ministerial visits appeared to 
have been designed to implement Jiang’s policiies. 

Jiang’s directives were twofold, according to a detailed report 
of his 24th July speech in Lhasa, broadcast on Tibet TV on 
8th August, and reprinted by the BBC Monitoring Service on 
21 August. 

The two areas of policy were divided between security 
concerns and economic issues. Jiang called for "an in-depth 
struggle against splittism" and "insistence on the central task 
of economic development". 

For the attack on splittism, which he called "the prime task", 
he called for the security forces, the court system and the 
Armed Forces to be "strengthened" in order to "use the power 
of the people’s democratic dictatorship to strike at the 
enemy". 

The "PLA and the Armed Police units stationed in Tibet 
must...shoulder the responsibility of fighting encroachment 
form without and splittism from within , said Jiang, who is also 
Chairman of the Central military Commission and was 
accompanied throughout his visit by top PLA officials 
including Chi Haotian, Chief of the General Staff. 

Jiangwas later reported to have called for the revival of the 
"Old Tibet Spirit" amongst the PLA troops stationed in Tibet. 
The PLA accordingly convened a forum on 18th August with 
12 "representatives of old Tibet" who "talked emotionally" 
about the significance of the phrase. 

For development of the economy, he highlighted a number of 
elements. The "mainstay" was the need to retain the policy of 
allowing each household to run their own land or livestock. 

Energy and communications were the "prerequisites of 
economic development", he said. He described the Yamdrok 
Yamtsok hydro-electric project and the Yangbachen 
geothermal power station as the "focus" of energy 
development in Tibet. 

Transport was the "lifeline" of the economy, and he ordered 
the implementation of better air transport to improve 
communications, allegedly including the decision to open the 
airport at Chamdo in Eastern Tibet. 

His economic policy defined two industries as "important": 
tourism and processing. Tourism is to be "gradually revived 
and developed"; feasibility studies are to be conducted to help 
select "some new and suitable processing industry" 

He then made five points about personnel and training. 
Development and stability both depended on the training of 
more "ethnic minority cadres", he said, provided that they 
support national unity, and are "armed with the Marxist 
nationalistic view and religious view, and have a strong sense 
of revolutionary cause and responsibility". He added that they 
should also "possess certain capability. 

Secondly, he added that it would therefore be necessary to 
transfer Chinese technicians and professionals to the region. 

Thirdly, education was stressed as an important area, with a 
stress on "fundamental education". A special mention was 
made of the need to "run successfully" the current schools 
within China to which the top Tibetan children are sent for 
their secondary education. 

Fourthly, cadres were told that they should "discard 
prejudices due to different nationalities and localities, and 
persist in showing concern about each other." 

Finally, Jiang emphasised the importance of the United Front 
policy, and called for "closing ranks" with the "patriots" who 
work in the administration or in the role of "political 
consultation". 

Late Night Air Traffic Control 

A more heroic description of Jiang’s policy formulation on air 
transport difficulties is given in a separate article in the 
magazine Liaowang on 13th August. According to this 
version, the Party Secretary, working late into the night of 
22nd July "with only a white shirt on", ordered his secretary to 
"solve the problem of opening the airport at Changdu". 


Chengdu is the Chinese term for the Tibetan town of Chamdo 
in Eastern Tibet. 

Jiang is meant to have told his secretary, "To get to Lhasa 
from Changdu one has to make a detour to Chengdu on a 
coach for three days and then take an aeroplane to Lhasa, 
which is a great waste of time and money, Changdu is in a 
geographically important position.... If there is any difficulty, 
just come to me. In a word, this problem must be settled." 

After this spirited delivery, which took place at 10 o’clock at 
night, Jiang received a quick check from his medical staff, 
who were concerned that he was working too hard, and then 
continued working at his desk. The article concludes as 
follows: 

"It was late at night. Those who had worked during the day 
were going off to dreamland. But for General Secretary Jiang 
Zemin, there were still many documents that he had to 
process. According to those working at his side, almost every 
night the General Secretary reads over papers till very late at 
night and does not go to bed before midnight. 

"The night was still advancing. The bright moonlight streamed 
down in front of the window." 

The final line is a direct quotation from a Tang Dynasty poem. 

Ministers follow the Secretary to Lhasa 

On 13th August minister of Communications Qian Yongchang 
inspected the road leading from Qinghai to Tibet. Before he 
left Tibet on 19th August he advised the local leadership to 
build more roads along river valleys, and to keep the roads 
linking Tibet with "the outside" unblocked at all times. 

The Minister of State Security, Jia Chungwang, arrived with a 
four man team in Lhasa on 6th August and left on 22nd 
August. The Minister visited "grassroots state security 
organs", "sites where state security organs were under 
construction" and border posts. 

According to a report in Chinese language on Tibet TV the 
day after ne returned to Beijing, Minister Jia had described the 
situation in Tibet as "stable". But he added that "it is 
necessary to note that the conspiratorial activities of foreign 
hostile forces and national splittists to infiltrate and sabotage 
China and effect peaceful evolution in China are still very 
grave. They have vainly attempted to find a breakthrough in 
Tibet." 

He added that "we should be mentally prepared for a long 
struggle against this." 

Both these statements were omitted when the same report 
was printed in the Tibetan language edition of Tibet Daily on 
30th August. The report was otherwise an exact copy of the 
Chinese language account of the visit given by Tibet TV. 

On 1st September Ismail Amat, Minister in charge of the State 
Nationality Affairs Commission attended the major event of 
the month in Lhasa, which was a "regional meeting to 
commend advanced collectives and individuals for promoting 
national unity". 

104 collectives and 208 individuals were declared advanced 
at the meeting, which also marked the 25th anniversary of the 
founding of the Tibet Autonomous Region. According to a 
Xinhua report on the same day, the award winners walked 
into the Lhasa People's Hall "wearing red flowers on their 
chests amid the cheers of over 1,000 Young Pioneers, who 
held flowers representing the honour accorded them". 

The event embodied Jiang Zemin's directive on supporting 
the efforts of patriotic figures and on extending the United 
Front policy. Ismail Amat, who is a "patriot" from Xinjiang, 
attended the meeting in his capacity as a vice-Chairman of 
the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, and 
as a representative of the United Front Work Department. 

The Minister of Light Industry, Zeng Xianlin, arrived in Lhasa 
on 1 st September accompanied by six officials from his 
ministry. The team's principal purpose "is to guide the region's 
development in light industry and national handicraft industry 
as well as the production of goods for tourists", according to 
Tibet TV on the same day. 
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On September 14th, according to a local television report the 
next day, Mao Rubai, vice chairman of the People’s 
Government in the Tibet Region, told two western journalists 
on an official visit that "leading comrades from the Ministry of 
Energy and the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications" 
had also visited Tibet recently. 

Mao Rubai said that the purpose of their visit, and those of the 
Communications and Light Industry Ministers, was so that 
they could "leam facts so that they can draw up measures 
and plans for speeding up Tibet’s economic development." 

Mao said that, in line with Jiang's directives, economic 
development in Tibet would be accelerated and "even greater 
resources in terms financial and material resources and 
personnel support" would be poured into Tibet. 

Rapid Development and International Aid 

The decision to increase central subsidies and investment in 
Tibet, highlighted by Vice-Governor Mao Rubai in his 14th 
September interview with journalists Kristoff and Nishikura, 
reflects what is now clearly becoming China’s long-term 
strategy to defeat Tibetan nationalism - the drive to present 
the Tibetan problem as a development issue. 

Analysts had previously regarded development as a part of 
domestic Chinese policy towards Tibet, but the rapidly 
accelerating involvement of western development agencies in 
Tibet indicates the high international profile of Tibetan 
development. 

The exile Tibetan Government has not publicised its position 
on development issues or its economic plan for Tibet. 

In its 8th October edition, the Chinese magazine Liaowang, 
published in Hong Kong, issued a list of some of these 
agencies or organisations involved in Tibet’s "reform and 
opening up", which it said had begun in 1980. The article was 
republished in FBIS, the US Monitoring Service, on 12th 
October. 

It said that 20 aid projects had been sited in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region since 1980. These include the "3357" 
Project, a major agricultural and irrigation project in the Lhasa 
Valley, based on a grant worth 6.57 million dollars from the 
UN World Food Programme, started in September 1989. 

The Swiss Red Cross has had a medical training project in 
Shigatse since 1988, and the British Save the Children Fund 
has just signed an agreement on training village doctors and 
studying village health. Environmental protection and 
research projects are being set up with organisations such as 
the U.S. Highland Institute, according to the magazine. It also 
described teams from Colorado University and from Chibia 
University in Japan are studying high-altitude physiology. 

5 companies are said to be involved in commercial 
co-operation in Tibet. These include the Lhasa Holiday Inn 
and the Lhasa City Leather Factory, which has signea a joint 
venture agreement with a European company for exporting 
leather goods, The company is described as French in the 
article. 

Foreign exports have also risen at an average annual rate of 
30%, reaching a total volume of 150 million dollars in 1987, 
according to Liaowang. Tibet is now re-organising its 
administration in order to encourage foreign trade deals as 
well as border trade. 

Cultural exchanges were claimed to be increasing, with the 
local Song and Dance Troupe and Theatre Troupes 
performing in five countries in Europe, the United States, 
Japan, and Hong Kong since 1980. The region received 
"several hundred" foreign experts and scholars and sent 
Tibetan art exhibitions to France and Japan. 

The day after his interview with the journalists Mao Rubai met 
the head of a UN Development Programme team, who have 
spent several months in Lhasa drawing up a proposal to 
develop the tourist trade and another (dealing with a 
geothermal development project, according to "The meeting 
was held in a candid and friendly atmosphere". 


Education: Party Control in Schools To Be 
Increased 

Party leaders in Tibet have begun a drive to increase the 
political control and content of school education in Tibet. 

The drive was initiated at a meeting on party building work in 
schools which began in Lhasa on 19th July, according an 
announcement on local television two days later. 

"If socialism does not dominate schools, capitalism is bound 
to dominate them," said Damzin, deputy secretary of the local 
Party Committee, who chaired the two-day meeting. 

The meeting called for party organisation in schools to be 
improved, and said that leading figures in Tibetan schools 
should be "firmly held by those loyal to Marxism". Top 
appointment in schools are to go to cadres who are "politically 
reliable and ... who resolutely oppose splrttism." 

Damzin said that a top priority was to teach students the 
correct version of Chinese Marxism, and to increase 
ideological and political education. It is "the schools’ 
fundamental task to train builders & successors of the 
socialist cause," said the Deputy Secretary. 

He also called for the formation of a "backbone work 
contingency", groups of political workers, party workers and 
"teachers who are engaged in moral education in schools. 

The function of these groups was not made clear in the 
television announcement. 

The local Party Secretary, Hu Jintao, attended the meeting on 
21st July and supported the call for increased party control, or 
"leadership", in schools. But in an unusually open comment, 
the Party Secretary appeared to give a clear indication that 
party control even in schools depends on the use of 
repressive security and police work. 

According to the television report, published by the BBC 
Monitoring Service in the Summary of World Broadcasts on 
1st August, Hu told the cadres "to improve the quality of 
education and ... at the same time, he asked party and 
government officials at all levels not to hesitate wnen making 
arrests or exerting control, and to basically pay attention and 
lend support to educational causes." 

Local representatives at the meeting called for opposition to 
bourgeois liberalisation in schools, and for colleges to 
"strengthen education in Marxist doctrines on matters relating 
to ethnic minorities and religion". "Colleges are important 
places where both foreign and hostile forces fight to win the 
hearts and minds of China’s youth", said the report, adding 
that, "therefore, colleges must unswervingly accept the party’s 
leadership". 

Private Money Still Acceptable 

The drive to impose tighten ideological content of education 
stems from directives issued from Beijing as part of the 
reaction to the 1989 Democracy Movement in China. But if 
implemented in Tibet, it could create difficulties for the 
agencies and individuals, and especially expatriate Tibetans, 
investing large amounts of money in private education 
projects in Tibet. 

The conference report included an implicit reference to this 
form of aid, when one local delegate was described as calling 
for more privately-run schools and vocational colleges to be 
developed. The Chinese are eager to attract foreign finance to 
support rural education in Tibet, which is dramatically 
under-resourced, but may find ideological difficulties in 
reconciling this with foreign resistance to political 
indoctrination. 

Current private education projects in Tibet include a village 
school near Lhasa, initiated by Sonam Jamyangling, a 
Tibetan living in Sweden, and a major project involving the 
setting up of clinics, schools and a University in Kham 
initiated by Akong Rimpoche, a Tibetan lama based in 
Scotland. 
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Religion: Party plans further restrictions 

TIN News Report/14 Oct 1990 

The Chinese Communist Party aims to encourage the 
eradication of religion and to increase religious restrictions 
amongst Tibetans in at least one area, according to an 
internal Chinese policy document that has just reached the 
West. 

Religious activity outside monasteries and temples is 
forbidden, the ban on teenagers joining monasteries will be 
re-enforced and further reconstruction of monasteries is to be 
discouraged. In addition, anyone criticising Government policy 
or supporting Tibetan independence forfeits any religious 
rights. 

The document is a collection of material for cadres making 
propaganda speeches in the prefecture of Ganze in Sichuan, 
now part of China but mainly populated by Tibetans, andin 
theory run by Tibetans. Produced in Februaiy this year, the 
book was written by the Propaganda Committee of the Ganze 
Autonomous Prefecture Party Committee. Only 3,000 
numbered copies of the book were issued. 

Duty to ‘promote the natural extinction of religion’ 

The document, entitled "Propaganda Speeches on 
Strengthening National Unity and Unifying the Motherland”, 
sets out to remind local cadres that the policy of the 
Communist Party is to encourage the withering away of 
religion. The section on religion is entitled "Freedom of 
religious belief is a long-term policy which will prevail until the 
natural extinction of religion". 

The document advises officials to be "creative" in attaining ^ 
this objective, which it describes as "long-term and enduring . 
"The work of us cadres at each level is to creatively carry out 
the Party’s policy, and ... to accomplish our due 
responsibilities in order to promote the natural extinction of 
religion," it says. 

The authors admit that "we are not totally ready for the natural 
extinction of religion, and we must make a long term effort". 

Religious activity forbidden outside monasteries 
Although the writers stress that there is freedom of religious 
belief in China which must not be interfered with, they 
emphasise that religious activity, as opposed to belief, is 
strictly controlled. Only certain religious activities are "proper", 
according to the writers. 

Two activities which are definitely not permitted are referred to 
in the text: performing religious ceremonies outside a 
monastery, and becoming a monk or nun before the age of 
18. Enforcing either of these bans would lead to major 
discontent in Tibet, according to observers in London. 

The document makes it clear that that religion can only be 
practised in designated places, mainly authorised 
monasteries and temples; "Of course, to undertake religious 
activities outside the religious sites is abnormal, and must be 
forbiddened." 

Ban on monks under 18 

The ban on Tibetans becoming monks or nuns before they 
are 18 years old has been ignored until now in many parts of 
Tibet, but the Party Committee in Ganze clearly intends to 
revive it. 

According to the document, "it should be specially pointed out 
that the regulation forbidding young people under 18 yers of 
age from being religious was not seriously carried out in some 
areas, h is not allowed, ft is a violation of policy to seduce 
young people into religion by taking advantage of their 
inexperience and inability to tell right from wrong." 

The document accuses Tibetans of manipulating young 
people to get them to join monasteries and implies that this is 
part of a plot by "comrades with dim thoughts who were not 
clear about the political plot of the Dalai clique, and who 
hoped to return the monastery to the past,...contrary to the 
policy of religious freedom". 


Monasteries: Further Reconstruction Discouraged 
Respect is shown towards monasteries and "religious sites’, 
and atheists are not allowed to preach at such places. But 
emphasis is laid on "preserving" those establishments that 
have already been opened, especially those that are official 
monuments - "the party and government must consistently 
preserve those monasteries and religious activity locations 
which have already been opened ... and have been listed as 
important cultural units". 

The document makes it clear that the preservation of 
monasteries is allowed by the state for non-religious reasons, 
including tourism. "Questions [of preserving monastenes] 
must also be considered from the angle of preserving the 
traditional national culture, developing the tourist economy, 
and planting trees..." 

The writers reveal that, by the end of 1989, there were in 
Ganze prefecture "altogether 451 religious activity locations 
which have been opened" at a total cost to the Government of 
11 million yuan (approximately US $2 million) since 1980. 
They add that by 1989 there were nearly 30,000 monks and 
nuns in the whole prefecture. 

The document implies that enough religious establishments 
have now been re-built. There is no mention in the document 
of allowing any more monasteries or temples to be rebuilt, 
and cadres are told that they "must advise people not to 
donate too much money to religion, and not to start big ^ 
constructions, in order to avoid waste of manpower, etc. 


Separatist methods: using religion as a cover 
Most of the text is devoted to reminding cadres that if people 
criticise Government policy they lose any religious rights they 
may have. "We will not tolerate any thoughts and deeds that 
are anti-Communist, anti-people, separating the motherland, 
and destroying national unity". 

The text makes an unusual reference to the need to collect 
evidence of such offences so that they can be dealt with 
within the legal system: "Generally, it is not difficult to solve 
this kind of contradiction, so long as we have sufficient 
evidence, and follow the relevant laws." 

The document sees Tibetan nationalism and the "Dalai 
Clique’ to be the primary source of "contradictions behween 
ourselves and the enemy", and describes a number of ways 
in which the separatists ‘use religion as a cover to do 
exploitative activities". 


One separatist strategem referred to in the text appears to 
accuse senior lamas or abbots of resuming their traditional 
positions of authority in local monasteries only so that they 
can encourage criticism of the Chinese. The document makes 
it clear that such incidents, which it calls "seizing the 
leadership of one temple, then grasping the masses of people 
of the whole area", have already occurred. No incidents of this 
kind have been publicised. 

The exile Tibetans are also accused of "frequently interfering 
with the running of monasteries in China". The writers give 
only one example of this: accusing the exiles of claimmgthe 
right to choose ’tulkus’, successors to religious adepts. Tne 
Dalai Clique ... has even gone so far as to recognize a 
reincarnation child of a li\nng Buddha who has died in China, 
and recognized reincarnation Buddhas [Zhuanshi huofe] in 
Spain and America." 

Finally, the authors describe the purpose of allowing freedom 
of reliqious belief: "it is to diminish the distance between the ^ 
party and the masses, and to unite the masses of the people. 
If religious belief is not allowed, "the stability of the situation 
will be harmed, and the people’s enthusiasm for building the 
motherland will be injured." 

They say that this is necessary because of the low "level of 
consciousness" of religious people, and b ^ a ^® TJj® 1 ?"® , 
have been Buddhists for so long: among the 800,009 peop e 
living in Ganze prefecture, 76% are Tibetans, the m ajorrty o 
whom believed in Tibetan Buddihism, and there is a thousand 
years of history of them believing in it." 
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I^~ S * be ,eV ?iL° be the first known official reference to the 
° f Tlb / ?^ ns in the area - There is controversy 
about how many Chinese settlers have moved into the area 


< r __ • ■!. P'® seniea extensive evidence, mainly 

^ ^ W!th refugees, that religious restrictions had 

been increased in Tibet in the last 3 years. 

- end - 

Former Party Secretary Recalled 

?hin2rv° u w ^ shuffle has bought a deposed 

activity® ® ader ,n TlbGt b3Ck int ° the mainstream of political 

R^STom W i a QRn rSt Secretar y in the Tibet Autonomous 
^ TJ^ 80 unt,f he was replaced by the reformist Wu 
Jinghua ,n 985 Since July, when the Party’s General 
b^n rfX^ 1309 Zem,n v,si ? ed Tibet for the first time, Yin has 
been re-appearing in meetings and high-level briefings. 

tikJ/d 1 AugiJst the to P P art y and government officials in the 
S®nn^' 0n 9aVe \" Special briefing" to Yin, currently 
Natbn^PeoH ° f tb® Standing Committee of the 

asked Yin ®to P ^M? 0n9re f’ Ch,na ’ S Parliamen L The officials 
annfil-®®° ur ® assistance and guidance form various 

SS^4aw^as^ ,,h, * 

described Vice-Chairman Mao Rubai as «*nn»ceir.r. ■*. ,ki;~,. 


Z' "'ZZZT «omon or i iDet Uaily the next day 

graWu^Moyin forSto^, 31 “ 6Xp ’ 6Ssing ' SUblime 

«rf r l! e j the Tibet Daily in its Chinese language edition had 

celebrate thennhr Ph « >f Y '? 9 ' ving 3 spe ® ch at a meeting to 
celebrate the publication of a new book about Tibet. 

men^nnI!?io rned U P a 9 ain on 1 ^ October when he was 
mentioned as one of only two named guests at the 40th 

f950 V IdranM e ot», ra, p nS . Cl ™ nd °’E a ^'n Tibet,* the 
Tihot V*® Pe °P le s Liberation Army into Central 

Tibet, according to a report from Xinhua that day. 

Visits 

Visits and Missions: Journalists in Tibet 

auth ™ sed a nu mber of official 

rwJ ”t 716 1 ALrton °mous Region during September and 
Kristoff nHho were two newspaper journalist, NichSaT 
Y ° r A k Times - and Kazuyoshi Nishikura of 
offSSs as ^ es«" S ^ iOUmaliStS W6re given 6 

evens,o*;e a “m5tetL a,er a “ e '° PaSS ° n " 6WS of 111656 

Other journalists staying illicitly in Tibet during September and 
October under the guise of tourists were also unable to 
tho ♦ deta,ls of , cur r ent protests. In another indication of 
I police control in Lhasa, few of them heard 

of the demonstrations or of the arrests during September 

® t9 | r u corr ® s P° ncte nt, who was recognised by security 
officials in Lhasa but not accosted, later reported that he had 
fi ' mS and Ph°tographs byan offk^iaTiri 
what he suspected was an attempt to incriminate him. 

A " ? r fw r ! > Cer I t l dem0 J? Str ations in Tibet have been brought to 
h" Q i by P °L lce wrtbl ? minutes, and none are thought to 
have been witnessed by westerners since August 1989. 

Fact-finding missions 

n^frPf C °? d Week of ° ctober an official of the US State 
EjjtfSpSa nn a K 9 ,v ® n an o fficia J tour of Lhasa. On November 
9th the Beiiing-based Ambassadors of the four Nordic 
countries (Norway, Finland, Sweden and Denmark) leave for 


2^ ek ' l0 2 9 to the T ' bet Autonomous Region. The Nordic 
Ambassadors have not been to Tibet since 1$85. 

The Political Affairs Committee of the European Parliament 
announced in the summer that they intended to send a 
Rapporteur to investigate conditions in Tibet, and a formal 

Jannti n SCl?i nt - ,S eXp .®if t f d short| y- German Socialist M.E.P. 
Jannis Sakallanou is likely to take up the post. 

ScinnhnJh continued to emphasise the difficulties 

feeing both official and non-official fact-finding delegations in 
Tibet. Many say that it is difficult for visitors to meet Tibetans 
to^plakopenty ntatV ® ° f P ° pular °P inion > and who are free 

The demonstrations in Lhasa during the week 9-15th 
thlir' n P art an attem P t b y 'oca' Tibetans to show 
were thft.'Shi P f®® 1 "^ *o the two journalists then visiting, who 
were thought by locals to be part of a multi-national 
fact-finding mission. 

Local Tibetan activists believed that the two journalists, 
together with the British China-watcher Jonathan Mirsky of 
mPo! i ? bS . er y er : ?, ere , on an officially approved fact-finding 
^ith^nnh h f?’ M,rsk y wa ® m Lhasa without permission 9 
although he later reported that the authorities had recognised 

kJeP 017 frorT lLhasa describes what local Tibetans believed to 
be the reception given to the official journalists: 

"The local Government took them to designated homes 

fnthLmrn !P° n 5? er i S - h is like this: a *®am of people’goes 
°*®" f f ' rst ] and teaches them about what sort of questions 
!ntL may and bow they should answer. In essence, the 
Th^hfvt ^ aV t to h? ,n favour of the Chinese Government. 
They have also been instructed to state clearly that there is no 

whSl^k 5 ^ 0 ^ ° ld u ystem and the P resent astern, 

a , b !i tter J hey are thr ®atened [with consequences] if 
they do not follow the instructions as directed." J 

The report gives one example of this process, also reported 
from other sources, saying that at Sera Monastery, 4??? km 
north of Lhasa, the authorities nominated two monks to be 
interviewed by the journalists. The arrangement was made 
the day before the journalists were due to visit, accordinq to 
me report. According to a separate but detailed account of the 
visit to Sera, the replies made by the monks to the journalist’s 
th^fr ansfato ®™ *” ® ny 0386 altered into an acceptable form by 

Other unconfirmed reports give some detail of meetinqs in 
September at which monks were briefed as to what answers 
to give the journalists. They are said to have been warned 
against dire consequences" for making unacceptable 
statements. Some were accused of "licking the shoes of 
foreigners and even of "eating their [excrement]". 

I? ^ 98 i a ™°? k named Zangpo is said to have been expelled 
from the Potala or the Norbulingka after telling a visiting 
foreign journalist that he hoped Tibet would reqain 
independence. ^ 

Tibetans Issue Guidelines for Foreign Missions 

In late 1989 a document was issued by one of the 
underground organisations operating in Tibet which set out 
basic guidelines for foreign fact-finding missions. The 
d °cument’ smuggled out to TIN in early 1990, stresses the 
need for breadth and objectivity in attempting to assess 
conditions in Tibet. 

The guidelines call for private house visits, meetings with 
monks, and avoidance of pre-arranged spokesmen or visits. 

I hey Jtiso advocate joint discussions "on the basis of equality" 

with Chinese officials and Tibetan representatives The full 

text is printed here for the first time. 

GUIDELINES FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 

[Ref: TIN Doc 2(AA); Sent from Tibet, January 1990] 

For the Precious Ears of the Leaders: 

You have come here on a fact-finding mission about the 
actual conditions of the Tibetan people. Your mission, to 
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arrive at an objective assessment of the relations and 
situation of the Chinese and Tibetan peoples, is likely to be 
successful only if your team are able to:- 

- visit individual families in their homes 

- meet the genuine residents of Lhasa 

- visit Sera, Drepung, Ganden, and the monasteries lying 
nearby in order to speak to the monks arid nuns 

- thus cover over 50% of the representatives of the local 
people. 

Discussions on any issue could prove meaningful if held in a 
joint meeting, on a basis of equality, with a representative 
group of Tibetans, and with officials and cadres of the 
Chinese. 

Otherwise, if you go by the statements and reports given by 
Chinese mouthpieces who present themselves as 
representatives of the Tibetan people, all your efforts will be 
useless. These people will have been carefully selected, 
conveniently arranged in advance fto bej at specific visit-sites, 
and briefed to give the correct replies. You will never get to 
know the white and black, or the inside and the outside, of the 
facts of the situation here. 

Since reliance on such invalid feedback could prove 
counter-productive, we urge you to ensure that no such 
travesty is allowed to take place. 

- Issued by The United Voice of the People of the Three 
Provinces of Tibet’. 

Protest 

Summary of known August/September 
demonstrations 

- 6th August: 6 monks from Drepung reported to have been 
detained on their way to Lhasa to hold a demonstration. 

- 21 st August: 14 nuns and a number of other arrested for 
disrupting the opera performances at the Norbuiingka near 
Lhasa. 

- 28th August: A group of nuns from Shukseb nunnery 
demonstrated in the Barkor and some were arrested, 
according to an unconfirmed report from Lhasa. 

-12th September; about 15 nuns are said to have 
demonstrated briefly somewhere on the Barkhor, dispersing 
before police arrived. No arrests reported. 

- 13th September: a number of nuns staged a demonstration 
in Tsetang, according to an unconfirmed report issued by the 
Tibetan Government in Exile. 

- 14th September; at noon 10 nuns from Chubsana and 
Shukseb and two monks, at least one of them from Sera, 
began a protest march at the midpoint of the North Barkor. A 
substantial crowd is said to have followed them. Six were 
arrested when they reached the south-east corner of the 
Barkor. 

-15th September: a small demonstration by a few nuns was 
said to have happened briefly and without arrests; no reliable 
confirmation. 

- 19th September: Posters were said to have been 
distributed around the Barkhor in the early hours of the 
morning, promising a demonstration later that day. 

- 28th September: according to an unconfirmed report issued 
by the Tibetan Government in Exile, a number of nuns staged 
a demonstration in the Barkor and were arrested. 

- 1st October: a Tibetan flag hoisted from the roof of Gyurme 
Temple in Lhasa for a short time. 

A report was published by Hong Kong newspapers quoting 
unnamed tourists returning from Tibet in mid-October as 
saying that Tibetans were staging protests "on Sundays" in 
Lhasa. There were no further details, except for descriptions 
of increased police activity on Sundays. 


Incense Burning for German Meeting 

Tibetans used a traditional method to signal support for the 
Dalai Lama’s meeting with German President Richard 
Weizsaecker, according to reports from the capital. 

On the morning of 7th, large amounts of incense were burnt 
on the top of Bum pari, one of the three hills surrounding 
Lhasa. Tne clouds of smoke were said to have been clearly 
visible throughout the city. 

According to one report, the incense offering was a response 
to official condemnation of the Tibeto-German meeting. The 
official attack on the German Government for allowing the 
meeting, which took place on 4th October, was broadcast the 
previous evening on the local television and radio. 

The denunciation specifically accused the German statesman 
of "open support for the Dalai Lama’s political activities of 
advocating Tibet’s independence". The statement, broadcast 
by the Central People’s Broadcasting Station on 6th October, 
went on in effect to demand an apology from the German 
Government, which it said "should take practical measures to 
ensure that such things that hurt the Chinese people’s 
feelings... will not recur". 

An unusual amount of incense is also said to have been 
offered around the Barkhor on the same day. 

Reports of Unrest in Tsetang 

Tourists visiting Tsetang in late September reported unusual 
restrictions on their visits in the district, fuelling reports that 
there may have been protests in the area. 

A group of Nepali businessmen reported that a number of 
nuns had staged a protest in Tsetang on September 13th, 
according to the Tibetan Government in Exile. 

From mid-August to mid-September bus stations were 
allowed to sell tickets for ordinary destinations to foreigners, 
allowing them to go to Gyantse, Shigatse, Tsetang and 
Samye. This privilege of travelling out of Lhasa was suddenly 
withdrawn in the third week of September, although at the 
time police were also anxious for foreigners to leave the 
capital. 

A number of foreigners were apprehended and interrogated 
by police after they arrived in or near Tsetang. Two tourists 
held overnight in Tsetang, probably on 4th October, reported 
that police patrols could be heard cruising the streets with 
sirens screaming every two or three hours. 

One foreigner was detained in Tsetang on 1 st October after 
arriving there under the mistaken belief that it was open to 
tourists. He was escorted to Gongkar airport, where he is said 
to have been told to leave China. A tour group from 
Switzerland that arrived in Tsetang the same day, as 
pre-arranged their official itinerary, were held for questioning 
for some hours before being returned to Lhasa. 

The party accompanying Dingo Khyentse Rimpoche, probably 
the most senior lama from the exile community to visit Tibet 
since the 1959 Uprising, was also briefly detained and 
diverted by police in Tsetang. 

The foreign members of the party were confined to their tents 
after an abrupt decision on September 28th by local police, 
who over-ruled their pre-arranged itinerary and cancelled 
planned visits by the Lama and his party to several local 
monasteries. The party was redirected to Lhasa on 
September 29th. One source reported that a fight had taken 
place for unknown reasons in the area, but said there were 
also undisclosed political concerns behind the sudden 
increase in tension in Tsetang. 

The Lama, who is the seniormost figure in the Nyingma 
school, was visiting Samye Monastery in order to perform a 
highly sensitive ceremony of reconsecrating the Temple, 
desecrated after the 1959 Uprising. The ceremonies were 
completed but the westerners in the party were not allowed to 
attend all of them. 

In the second week of October, police allowed individuals to 
visit Gyantse again, but not Tsetang. 
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Rumoured Visit of Dalai Lama to the UN 
The mid-September demonstrations in Lhasa, which took 
place on 12th, 14th, and 15th, were timed to co-incide partly 
with the imagined fact-finding delegation, and partly with a 
rumoured address by the Dalai Lama to the United nations on 
September 19th, during his visit to the United States, 
according to sources in the city. 

The rumour had no basis in fact but was circulated in July, 
and even referred to in some work unit meetings. The story 
was probably a misunderstanding of the unconfirmed 
proposal that the exiled Tibetan leader address a Joint 
Session of the US Congress. Plans for such a meeting were 
postponed after the August invasion of Kuwait 

Lhasa police re-acted to the rumours by taking extra 
precautions on September 19th, and issued special orders to 
divert foreigners in Lhasa away from the city centre that day 
and on the previous day. "More than 300" posters were said 
to have been distributed around the Barkhor in the early hours 
of the morning promising a demonstration for that day. Police 
sent extra forces to the Barkhor area stations, increased 

e atrols and surveillance, and tried to keep foreigners away 
om the area. 

Locals are said to have speculated that the posters were a 
deliberate ploy to "trick the police*. 

Deterrence 

Chinese Clamp-down on Nepal Pilgrims 

A Chinese damp-down on pilgrimages to Nepal has led to 
hundreds of Tibetan pilgrims trying to cross the Himalayas 
illegally. The pilgrims, who could face severe repercussions if 
caught by Chinese border guards, are hoping to attend a rare 
religious ceremony in India, according to reports from Tibet 
and Kathmandu. 

No figures are available for the number of Tibetans who have 
been caught by the Chinese, but local officials in border areas 
are reported to be threatening to impose fines of 2,000 yuan 
(approximately $450, or two years income) on anyone caught 
attempting to leave the country. 

So far at least 600 Tibetans have succeeded in getting across 
the Himalayas to Nepal since the summer, and several 
hundred more are expected to attempt the journey. 

The Tibetans are hoping to attend the Kalachakra initiations, a 
major Buddhist ceremony due to be performed by the Dalai 
Lama in Samath, Northern India, at the end of December. 

The ceremony was last held in Northern India in 1985, at the 
height of China’s reformist phase. On that occasion 
thousands of Tibetans were allowed to travel from Tibet, and 
some Chinese politicians later attributed subsequent 
pro-independence activity inside Tibet to the contact between 
Tibetan groups at the ceremony. 

Nevertheless, the Chinese authorities were reported this 
summer to have planned to allow an expected 10,000 
Tibetans to attend the ceremony this winter. But in July or 
August, according to several reports reaching London from 
Lhasa, they reversed the decision and cancelled all plans to 
issue travel permits for pilgrims to Nepal. Permits already 
issued were revoked and others still under consideration were 
rejected. 

Even the few who were given passes to Nepal before the 
policy was reversed may have found it difficult to leave, 
according to reports form Tibet. The public bus service, which 
used to run regularly from Lhasa to the Nepalese frontier at 
Drangmo, or 2nangmu as the Chinese call it, was never 
resumed when martial law was lifted in May 1990. Travel to 
the border is therefore extremely difficult for Tibetans, and 
there are some accounts of Tibetans with passes for Nepal 
being refused permission to join tourist busses on their way to 
the border and subsequently having to abandon their journey. 

Nepali Police Repatriate 70 Tibetans 

Tibetans who succeed in evading Chinese border patrols are 

still reported to be experiencing sometimes severe difficulties 


with local border police in Nepal. On 7th August 43 Tibetan 
escapees were repatriated by local police near Humla, in 
Nepal, apparently after some Tibetans tried to escape from 
the camp where they were being held. 

In October there were an estimated further 27 repatriations of 
Tibetans who had crossed illegally into Nepal. The Tibetans, 
in groups of 15,4, 6, and 2, are believed to have been 
handed over to the Chinese police by local police near the 
border at Kodari. 

Observers in Kathmandu say that the repatriations represent 
unsupervised actions by local police and do not reflect the 
policy of the new Nepali Government, which is thought to be 
sympathetic to Tibetans. 

The police and security forces in Nepal have an uneasy 
relationship with the new democratic Government and are 
thought to be closer to the Royal Family. The Royal Family 
was in power when Nepal invited the Chinese Vice-Minister of 
Public Security to Kathmandu and at the same time 
repatriated 26 Tibetans from the capital in September 1988. 

Tibetan escapees are thought to be safe once they get 
beyond the border region of Nepal. They are then able to 
transit unhindered to India, according to sources in the capital. 

By August between two and three hundred had passed 
through Nepal on their way to India to attend the Kalachakra 
ceremony. Since August nearly four hundred more have 
passed through Kathmandu in small groups without 
hindrance, and at least 50 more since mid-October. All have 
been forced to travel illegally from Tibet since the Chinese 
clamped down on travel permits to Nepal. 

The 43 repatriated in August were taken to Lhasa and held in 
Gutsa prison for a few days. They were photographed before 
being released. There is no information about the treatment 
received by the 27 who were illegally repatriated by border 
guards in October. 

Some Tibetans in Lhasa are reported to be extremely upset 
about the refusal of permits by the Chinese, and the move is 
certain to provoke resentment. Tibetans are already reported 
to have a philosophical, if bitter, view of the Chinese policy on 
travel. According to a Tibetan who recently left Lhasa, when 
someone dies, Tibetans in the capital say "they finally got 
their visa". 

Massive Police Presence to Deter Further 
Protests 

TIN News Update/London/6 October 1990/revised 30th 
October 

A new series of demonstrations and poster campaigns by 
Tibetan nationalists in Lhasa has led to the Chinese 
saturating the city with troops during the last two weeks, 
according to detailed reports from the capital. 

At least six Tibetans wee arrested and beaten during a series 
of pro-independence demonstration in Lhasa in 
mid-September, according to the reports. The protests came 
as security on the city streets was relaxed for a few days, 
apparently to create a better impression for two foreign 
journalists invited to Tibet. 

The demonstrations, which took place on 12,14, and 15th 
September, were led by small groups of nuns and monks. 

At about noon on Friday 14th September between ten and 
twelve nuns from Chubsang and Shuksep nunneries near 
Lhasa began to chant slogans as they walked around the 
north side of the Barkhor, the alleyway surrounding the 
Jokhang, the main temple in Lhasa. They were joined by two 
monks, one of whom was from Sera Monastery 3 km north of 
Lhasa, and were followed by a large crowd of onlookers. 

They reached the south-east comer of the Barkor - about 400 
metres - before meeting a contingent of police. Six of the 
demonstrators were seized, including the monk from Sera, 
who was arrested at gun point. 

The prisoners were held in the Police Station on the west side 
of the Barkhor for ten minutes before being driven away in 
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police jeeps. Witnesses who saw them put into the vehicles 
said that the six had been beaten whilst in the police station. 

The two other incidents are said to have finished after a few 
minutes when police arrived. Approximately 15 nuns are 
believed to have taken part in the incident on 12th September 
in the Barkhor. Two or three nuns staged a similar incident on 
Saturday 15th September. The protesters are reported to 
have disappeared into side streets as police approached. 

Many demonstrations since 1987 in Lhasa have been initiated 
by nuns, and in April 1990 up to 300 women were expelled 
from nunneries near Lhasa and sent back to their home 
villages following political investigations. 

2,500 Armed Police Parade through Streets 

Witnesses in Lhasa say there were massive displays of police 
manpower In the days after the demonstrations, which led up 
to 27th September, anniversary of the outbreak of 
pro-independence demonstrations in 1987. 

On 22nd September, at around 11 a.m., eighty-five truckloads 
of People’s Armed Police drove through the city. Most of the 
troops were armed with AK-47s, and others had rifles with 
fixed bayonets. Machine-guns were fixed on the roofs of some 
cabs, some of them loaded. Ten of the trucks contained 
officers only, according to witnesses. Two newly equipped 
special armoured riot vehicles were also displayed, with 
machine guns fixed on the roof. 

The procession was led by a van advertising the Asian 
Games and displaying the Panda symbol, mascot of the 
Games, which opened in Beijing, 1500 miles away, on the 
same day. The total manpower was estimated as "at least 
2,500" by witnesses, who described the parade as an attempt 
to intimidate Tibetans despite the token panda presence. 

Radio Lhasa broadcast a statement on 22r»d September, 
reprinted in SWB on 2nd October, warning that "diehard 
elements ... were ready to make trouble again", and calling on 
people "to keep vigilance during festivities". 

September 27th: jets buzz Lhasa 

There are no reports of demonstrations on September 27th or 
October 1st, but details have emerged of heavy police 
presence on both days. On September 27th patrols, each up 
to 60 strong, marched in both directions around the Barkhor. 
At the same time police stood guard in groups of two to three 
every 40-50 metres along the circular pilgrimage path as well 
as along Dekyi Lam, the main shopping street in the Tibetan 
quarter of Lhasa. The police, mainly in the uniform of the 
People’s Armed Police, were all said to be wearing helmets 
and armed, and equipped with radios. 

Witnesses said that during the previous night of September 
26th-27th "well-armed patrols", each consisting of up to 20 
lice, hid in alleyways leading onto the Barkhor or crouched 
hind deserted market stalls, apparently in the hope of 
catching dissidents putting up political posters on the walls. 

The authorities may have been disturbed by a massive poster 
scare the previous week, when up to 300 pro-independence 
handbills were stuck on walls around the Barkhor or scattered 
on the streets. The posters promised demonstrations against 
Chinese rule. Locals are said to have described the poster 
campaign by nationalists as a ploy to scare the Chinese and 
to show them the continuing strength of underground 
resistance groups. 

A separate report said that the night patrols were made up of 
specially recruited volunteers who are paid 150 yuan a month 
for their night time work. The patrols are said to be armed with 
pistols. Their task is described as collecting any posters that 
might have been put up overnight, as well as identifying the 
culprits. The report alleged that they were former cultural 
revolution activists. 

In an unusual move, fighter jets made low passes over the 
city on two occasions during the day. One tourist in Lhasa 
described the new Chinese strategy as "Migs versus nuns". 

On 1 st October foot patrols varied in size from 8 to 50 men, 
marching in both directions around the Barkhor and along 


Dekyi Lam, carrying riot shields and electric batons. Armed 
Police stayed mainly in small groups at key points around the 
area, and small squads were positioned approximately every 
50 metres. 

Tour groups were directed away from the area, and the 
remaining 45 individual tourists still in the city were advised 
not to go to the Barkhor. The Jokhang Temple was closed for 
the day and monks there are reported to be banned from 
leaving the building for the entire period covering the two 
anniversaries. 

Police presence: low-key during journalists’ visit 

Commentators in Lhasa say that police patrols around the 
Barkhor were kept to a minimum during the week beginning 
9th September. They attributed this to the presence in Lhasa 
of two foreign journalists, Nicholas Kristoff of the New York 
Times and Kazuyoshi Nishikura of Japan’s Kyodo News 
Service, believed to be the first pressmen officially allowed 
into Tibet since martial law was lifted on May 1st 1990. 

High-profile police presence resumed hours after the 
correspondents left the city early on the morning of 16th 
September. At 9.30 a.m. that morning the People’s Armed 
Police staged a parade of up to 38 troop trucks through the 
centre of Lhasa. 

Foot patrols varying in strength from 12 to 24 Armed Police 
equipped with riot helmets and clubs recommenced patrols 
around the Barkhor soon after. Police from the Public Security 
Forces also began patrols along Dekyi Lam (Beijing Lu), 
marching in single-file, with 8 to 10 men in each patrol. 

On Saturday 8th September, the day before the journalists 
arrived, Lhasa Tibetans were given an implicit warning not to 
demonstrate by the biggest display of armoured power seen 
in Lhasa since March. Up to 12 tanks drove in procession 
through the streets of the capital, according to Tibetan 
sources in Lhasa. 

Traders 

A special police force appointed to deal with commercial 
activities was reported to have been active in the days before 
the demonstration anniversaries. The "shop police" are 
reported to have instructed stall holders in the area to keep 
their shops and stalls open during the 27th September. One 
trader reported that they had been told by police to keep 
stalls open even "if shooting starts". 

Shopkeepers have staged boycotts on several similar 
occasions, in the event only a few shops in the old city, 
mainly Government-run establishments, opened on 27th 
September. On 1st October the commercial police are 
reported to have checked each shop and to have entered a 
special stamp on each trading permit. As a result most shops 
had to remain open whilst the officials were present. Once the 
police had left the shops closed gradually, according to a 
report. 

The commercial police wear dark blue or black uniform with 
white hats. They are equipped with radios, but have no 
visible weapons, and were active on Dekyi Shar Lam and 
around the Barkor. These officials are believed to have 
powers to issue fines or revoke permits. Similar forces were 
established in China after the June 1989 protests. 

The efforts of the new police force to keep shops open were 
backed up by grass-roots party officials, who are reported to 
have called a meeting In late September involving local 
shopkeepers in the Barkor area of Lhasa. 

At the meeting the shopkeepers are said to have been told 
that their shops and stalls must remain open during normal 
trading hours on 1 st October. The traders are alleged to have 
been warned that they would lose their licences if they 
disobeyed, or if they opened their shops late. The report 
claimed that if the traders were ill that day, they would have 
inform the local Public Security Bureau and the local 
Neighbourhood Committee that they were unable to work. 
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Tourists 

During the tense period surrounding the potential flashpoints 
of September 27th and October 1st police have made 
sporadic attempts to prevent foreign tourists from spreading 
news about conditions in the city. 

Notices were put up in some offices stating that tourists were 
not allowed in Barkor on the 26th and 27th October, or on 1 st 
and 2nd October. The notices were in Chinese. 

Police policy has been erratic, with some foreigners held 
under detention outside Lhasa, and others allowed to stay in 
the city. 

On 18th September up to 15 tourists were held under armed 
ice guard, some for over 10 days, at Gongkar airport, 50 
from Lhasa, when local police said that they should not 
have bought tickets for the flight to Lhasa from Chengdu, in 
China’s western province of Sichuan. The tourists were 
allowed to visit local villages but not to enter the capital. 

Two American tourists and later 5 other westerners escaped 
and managed to join the 80 individual tourists already in 
Lhasa. They were not pursued. 

According to other reports, some individual tourists in Lhasa 
have been told they cannot leave the city until after 10th 
October, or that they must avoid the Barkhor on certain days. 
These orders were not enforced. According to several reports 
the authorities visited individual tourists in the city and 
advised them that they "should leave" Lhasa before 22nd 
September. 

The scheme was later abandoned when the authorities 
realised that over 70 had already been allowed into the city. 
Top police officials are reported to have told Tibet 
Government vice-chairmen Mao Rubai at a high-level meeting 
on 26th September that they could not force so many 
foreigners to leave Tibet without ’losing face’, according to 
one report. Th police are alleged to have offered to monitor 
the tourists closely instead. 

There are an unusually high number of accounts of tourists 
harassed by police, usually for minor or even imaginary 
infringements of travel regulations, or for handing out 
photographs of the Dalai Lama. 

Two German tourists were confined to their rooms at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel, Lhasa, for a short period in September 
under house arrest in the Holiday Inn after they were seen 
giving out a Dalai Lama picture in the centre of Lhasa. 
Japanese journalist Kazuyoshi Nishikura is reported to have 
been reprimanded by officials after giving out similar 
photographs. 

On 5th October three tourists were detained outside the 
Jokhang Temple for no apparent reason and interrogated by 
police for some time. The tourists refused to answer and were 
ordered to leave the country. The order was ignored and was 
not enforced. 

Although public policy still officially permits only group tours to 
enter Tibet, within one week of the lifting of martial law on 1 st 
May individual tourists who had hitch-hiked to Lhasa were 
allowed to remain there. Permission to register foreigners 
was withdrawn from 9 June until about 3 July, when the City 
Public Security Bureau restored it. In the five months from 
May until October at least 612 individual tourists stayed in the 
low-budget hotels in Lhasa, 326 in the Yak Hotel, 141 in the 
Snowlands, 90 in the Banakshol, and 55 in the Kirey. This is 
about 10% of the 1987 figure when 43,000 tourists visited 
Lhasa. 

- end - 


Party initiates ’Alert Period’ 

Special measures were taken by the authorities in Lhasa 
during what has been termed by local observers a 'period of 
alert’, apparently in force from 15th September until 15th 
October. 

This period, beginning on the day the two journalists, Kristoff 
and Nishikura, finished their official visit, covered not only the 


anniversaries of the major demonstrations in Lhasa in 1987 
but also the Asian Games, which opened in Beijing on 22nd 
September amidst a nation-wide exercise to prevent any 
visible signs of dissent. 

The period was formally initiated by a meeting of the regional 
party committee on 14th September to "further implement" the 
directives given by the Chinese General Secretary during his 
July visit to Tibet. Committee member Zi Cheng, a figure who 
seems to be gaining in prominence in Tibet politics, told the 
meeting that during the period covering the Asian Games and 
National Day "security work is particularly important". 

He went on to call on the security forces to go on alert, saying 
that "Party and government organs, public security 
departments, procuratorates, courts, enterprises, and 
establishments, as well as their leading cadres, must further 
increase their understanding, raise vigilance, recognise that 
stability overrides everything else, give top priority to the work 
of stabilising the situation and make concerted efforts to 
ensure stability". 

According to a report broadcast on Tibet TV on 14th 
September, and reprinted in the Summary of World 
Broadcasts of 18th September, Zi Cheng listed six tasks for 
the security services: eliminating factors of instability, 
ensuring the security of key personnel and departments, 
cracking down on serious crimes, strengthen internal security 
work, observing discipline, and strengthening leadership. 

The call for an intensification of internal security work refers 
mainly to the operations of ununiformed security cadres who 
operate within each work unit and other grassroot 
committees. The speech referred in particular to the security 
units within "key departments" and instructed them to "strictly 
guard against sabotage". 

United Front Rallies Patriots 

Another arm of the Party, the regional United Front Work 
Department, called for even more detailed security 
arrangements at a meeting in Lhasa on 17th September. 

The task of "ensuring stability" during the month was 
described by Gyamco, vice-chairman of the local Government 
and secretary of the local Party Political and Legal Affairs 
Committee, as "of special importance and great significance". 
He warned people "not to underestimate the enemy", 
according to a Tibet TV report on 18th September, reprinted 
by SWB on 20th September. 

Particular stress was laid on getting both "patriotic 
personages", "the masses" and internal security units to 
co-operate closely with the security forces "in investigating 
and cracking both cases left over from the past and new 
cases and.Jn precautionary work". 

This may have been a call for people to denounce activists 
who hao been involved in previous protests or who were likely 
to demonstrate. A number of people were reported to have 
been arrested in Lhasa in September as a preventive 
measure. 

Tian Congming, a deputy secretary of the Regional Party 
Committee, warned the meeting about the different 
techniques used by the separatists, which he said were 
"doomed to failure". He said their methods include "whipping 
up public opinion, spreading rumours, confusing and 
poisoning people’s minds, and pushing some people who do 
not know about the real facts or some young and ignorant 
people to do the probing." 

Alert Period: reports from Tibetans 

The alert gave the police extra powers and duties. There was 
a dramatic increases in police strength within Lhasa, a highly 
visible surveillance network, and strict controls on persons 
coming into Lhasa, according to reports from tourists in the 
city. One Tibetan report described the situation after 15th 
September as "virtual martial law". 

Monks and nuns were not generally allowed to enter the city 
during the period. Jokhang monks are known from several 
accounts to have been forbidden to leave the Temple, 
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situated in the heart of the city, at all from 15th September to 
15th October without special permission. There were fewer 
pilgrims in the city as Tibetans from outside the capital were 
not able to enter Lhasa without special permits acquired in 
their hometowns. 

Throughout the alert, extra checkposts were in place outside 
the city. Several sources reported that there were five 
checkpoints on the road between Shiaatse and Lhasa. 

Another source said that there were three checks on the 
roads leading from the city to both Drepung and Sera 
monasteries 

One report said that office staff were told they were not 
allowed to be absent from their offices without special 
permission during working hours in the alert period. Staff were 
told that there was a risk of demonstrations, and that anyone 
known to have taken part in one would be handed over to the 
Public Security Bureau. 

Precautions continued for several days after both the Asian 
Games and the anniversaries of the 1987 demonstrations 
were passed. On special days, which included the full moon 
day on 4th October and 6th October, some police patrols 
along Dekyi Shar Lam, the main shopping street in the 
Tibetan quarter of Lhasa, were increased up to 36 men. 
Single-file squads of 10 -12 police motorcycles with sidecars, 
each with a driver and two armed riders, are also said to have 
made frequent passes through the streets of the city centre. 

In another incident on 4th October, a Tibetan who went to visit 
a relative at Drepung Monastery reported that he had to pass 
through three checkpoints on his way to the monastery. He 
also reported that his relative had to seek permission to 
attend the meeting from the Monastery’s Management 
Committee as well as from the local police. 

One of the oldest buildings on the South Barkhor, the 
Samdrub Potang was occupied by the PAP and converted 
"into a fortress", according to a tourist who was in Lhasa at 
the time. The building faces the small square on the south 
side of the Jokhang, formerly used for debating and known as 
the Sungchoera. The tourist said that two or three men in full 
battle gear stayed on the roof at all times. 

Police troops are said to have used the courtyard behind the 
building as a base until they were withdrawn from the building 
on 3rd October. According to some reports, this building was 
devoted exclusively to use by the People’s Armed Police, as 
opposed to Public Security forces. It appeared to be the most 
heavily armed of all the police installations taken over during 
the ’alert period’. 

At least one hotel in the centre of Lhasa was told to prepare 
itself to be used as a temporary base for police reserves, but 
was not in fact used. 

There are no reports of the use of troops from the People’s 
Liberation Army on the streets apart from the parade of tanks 
on 8th September. But there are consistent accounts of a 
continued military presence in the police station facing the 
south-west corner of the Jokhang Temple, and in another 
smaller station in an alley running north from the Temple. 

Troop strength at the new police station in Dekyi Shar Lam 
(Beijing Dong Lu) remained high until about 10th October. 
Armed sentries on the roof were increased to two or three at 
most times during the period. 

One western observer in Lhasa described the police strategy 
during the ’alert period’ as similar to martial law, but added 
that for the first time the objective appeared to include an 
element of practical deterrence than the usual tactic of 
intimidation or provocation. 

The use of highly visible, radio-equipped police sentry units, 
stationed at close intervals, described as "extremely effective" 
in deterring would-be demonstrators or in stopping incidents 
in the early stages, has not been reported before. Previous 
tactics have included elements of apparent provocation 
without any clear intention to stop incidents taking place. 

According to a detailed report from Lhasa, the Armed Police 
(PAP) are using a new form of riot-control vehicle. This is an 
armoured vehicle, with mesh over the windows and a metal 


body. There are three apertures on each side and one at the 
rear, apparently to allow for shooting from inside, according to 
witnesses. The vehicle can accomodate from ten to twelve 
men, and the ones in Lhasa have PAP markings on the sides. 

The so-called ’alert period’ is said to have finished on 15th 
October, although conditions had begun to relax from about 
five days earlier. 

On 10th October leaders of the Tibet Armed Police Corps in 
Lhasa declared at a meeting that they had successfully 
carried out their task of ensuring security. The Armed Police 
troops had "heightened their vigilance a hundred times, stood 
guard and carried out sentry duty day and night, and ...been 
on patrol since 15th September", according to a broadcast the 
next day on Tibet TV, reprinted in SWB on 17th October. 

Tourists at Lhasa airport on the time reported that the two 
flights to Chengdu in Sichuan on 15th October were up to 
80% full of officers from the People’s Armed Police returning 
to China. 

Demonstrators ‘Threatened With Execution’ 

Tibetans in Lhasa are reported to have been told they could 
be shot if they took part in demonstrations. 

On or just before 26th September, meetings were called by 
most of the 12 neighbourhood committees in the centre of 
Lhasa. These organisations are usually referred to simply by 
Tibetans as U-yon Lhenkhang, the word for committee. 

The meetings, which came before the sensitive anniversaries 
of the September 27th and October 1 st, were used to warn 
Tibetans not to "join or support any demonstrations". 
According to the report, which is unconfirmed, officials at two 
of the neighbourhood committee meetings, in Tharpaling and 
Donglhenang, announced that anyone taking part in a 
demonstration was liable to be killed as police had been given 
permission to use guns in the event of unrest. The officials are 
said to have added that if deaths did occur, they would not be 
the responsibility of the state. 

They are also said to have told Tibetans to be vigilant against 
"foreigners who had come to stir up trouble". Attendance at 
the meetings is said to have been low. 

Neighbourhood Committees have administrative powers at a 
grassroots level, and every household in each district is 
obligated to send a representative when a meeting is called, 
usually about once a month. The Committees have developed 
as vehicles for promulgating unwritten threats by the 
authorities against political activists in Tibet since serious 
unrest recommenced there in 1987. 

They were used in December 1988 and again in March 1990 
to announce that police would shoot anyone who joined 
demonstrations. The threat was carried and at least two 
protesters killed on December 10th 1988. 

In Tharpaling (sometimes spelt Tarpaling) neighbourhood the 
main instructions were that all the Tibetan prayer flags should 
be taken down from on the roofs. According to one report, 
Tibetans at the meeting were told by the meetings that the 
prayer flags must be replaced by the Chinese national flag. 
Some areas did carry out these orders, but others did not 
comply, according to other reports. 

China has just enacted a new law making it an offence for 
certain buildings and institutions not to hoist the Chinese flag 
on specified days. All schools have to raise the flag every 
Monday, and all "institutions, units and public places" must 
have the flag flying on national holidays, including October 
1st. 

The new law was given special prominence out in the 30th 
September edition of the People's Daily, in an article entitled 
"Respect and Cherish the National Rag - Joyously Greeting 
the Enforcement of the PRC National Flag Law". 
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Other News 

Potala Palace ’Overall Renovation’ Begins 

China’s highest governmental body, the State Council, has 
called for work on what it calls the ^overall renovation" of the 
Potala Palace to begin, according to Xinhua on 28 July. 

The Council approved renovation plans which cover 77 
projects, due to be completed by the end of 1993. According 
to the announcement nine of the projects began in 1989. 

Renovation work on the Potala has already been going on for 
two years and remains shrouded in mystery even to local 
Tibetans. The palace has been closed on all except 2 days a 
week and during the 'alert period’ from September 15th was 
completely closed to Tibetans, being opened only to foreign 
tourists, according to unofficial reports from Lhasa. 

The extended construction work in the Potala continues to 
provoke controversy amongst local Tibetans, many of whom 
suspect that the work could involve loss or damage to 
valuable religious or historical items within the former 
residence of the Dalai Lama. 

In a move which may be designed to head off international 
criticism about the project, Politburo member Li Tieying called 
for a detailed record of the renovations to be kept and for a 
documentary film to be made of the work "for future 
reference". 


5.000 Items Moved during Potala Palace 
Repairs 

5,000 cultural relics have been moved out of the Potala 
Palace so far, according to the Director of the maintenance 
team, who told Tibet Daily on 24th August that all items were 
carefully wrapped and registered before being stored under 
the supervision of the Potala Palace Management Committee. 

The relics would be returned to their original places once the 
maintenance work is completed, according to the Director, 
named by the paper in its Chinese language edition as 
Jiayang. 

The official said that 2,000 tons of refuse had been cleared 
from the Palace but did not say what the refuse consisted of. 

The article appeared to indicate that residents of Shol, the 
area in front of the Potala Palace, have been moved out to 
newly constructed houses provided by the Lhasa authorities. 
The reason for the apparent eviction of some residents from 
Shol was not given. 

The report indicated that there had been some discontent 
amongst local people about restrictions on opening the palace 
when it announced that special provision had been made for 
monthly prayers to take place. 

The maintenance team had arranged for "small-scale praying 
activities to be held once a month according to tradition" after 
they had received instructions directly from Politburo Member 
Li Tieying in Beijing,, according to the Tibet Daily article. They 
had thus gainea "the understanding and support of the 
masses of religious and lay people for the construction work". 

Summary of First Year of Potala Repairs 

On 18th August Lhasa Television had announced that 
following the meeting with Li Tieying, a team was being sent 
from the State Bureau for Preservation of Cultural Relics "to 
check and approve the renovation work". 

The team declared that the first phase of the project had 
passed their test on 23rd August, and A detailed^ account was 
given by Tibet Daily on the next day. 

The first twelve projects that had been undertaken, which 
included consolidation of the northern side of the White 
Palace, construction in the Clothes Store in the Red Palace, 
the transformation of water-pumping facilities, and repair of 
the libraries. Work was about to begin on the reconstruction of 
the 7 layers of large windows in the Central Red Palace, 
Director Jiayang told Tibet Daily. 


A mural maintenance working group had started work in June 
on protecting and preserving the murals, and had so far 
washed and cleaned 126 square metres of murals, and taken 
down 93.8 square metres of the paintings. The murals that 
have been taken down "will be moved back to their original 
places once maintenance work on the walls had been 
completed", according to the newspaper. 

The mural team consists of specialists and technicians from 
Sichuan, Henan and the State Bureau of Cultural Relics 
Preservation. 

The article also gave details of a survey conducted by 
technicians from Beijing which had revealed rot and insect 
damage in the woodwork of a number of rooms. These were 
now being treated chemically and the insects were being 
killed. The level of damp in the woodwork of the Palace nad 
been reduced to under 20%, according to the article. 

Controversy over Journalist’s Article 

Controversy continues to surround the report of the exile 
Chinese journalist Tang Daxian, who claimed in August that 
over 450 people had been killed during police repression of 
riots in March 1989. 

A number of westerners who were in present in Lhasa at the 
time say that the events he described are incommensurate 
with their own experience. Three of the westerners, who were 
experienced observers and fluent in Chinese or Tibetan, say 
that Tibetans they spoke to did not give them any information 
suggesting a massacre on the scale described by Tang. 
Others say they heard no shooting during the hours specified 
by Tang as the major time of the massacre. 

Another western noted that factual inaccuracies in Tang’s 
report, such as the claim that a prayer-flag pole in the 
north-west of the Barkhor was set alight by provocateurs on 
6th March. In fact, the pole was in the south east comer of the 
Barkor, it caught fire on the 5th March, ???? and it burnt from 
the top down after flames spread from a neighbouring shop 
that had been set on fire by rioters. 

One western eye-witness is reported to have circulated 
anonymous memos condemning the Tang account amongst 
pro-Tibetan organisations in Australia. 

Tang’s defenders have pointed out that it is notoriously easy 
for any observer to miss a major incident in even a small 
town, and add that some Tibetans had claimed even higher 
death tolls. 

They point out that all the western reports of the initial 
shooting by police on March 5th differ over details, even 
though eignt westerners were in full view of the police and the 
crowd at the time. 

In September a Tibetan, then visiting Switzerland, who had 
been present in the centre of Lhasa, was interviewed about 
Tang’s account. In his reply he gave a detailed and 
apparently irrefutable account of another massacre he 
witnessed, in which over 20 people were killed, which had 
taken place on 6th March. This incident, which also involved 
protracted gunfire in the centre of Lhasa, had not come to the 
attention of any westerners in Lhasa at the time, or 
interviewers working outside Lhasa. 

Current reports from Lhasa indicate that Tibetans discussing 
the issue tend to favour death figures during the March 
repression as between 65 and 150. A British journalist visiting 
Lhasa on another story reported that three Chinese cadres he 
had spoken to put the figure at over 300. 

No material has been produced either supporting or 
discrediting Tang’s claims that the March killings were 
initiated by top party leaders in Beijing, or that up to 300 
provocateurs were dispersed among the crowd in order to 
provoke violence. 

Mongolians to study Tibetan 

Mongolians are being encouraged to study Tibetan by the 
Mongolian Communist Party, according to a broadcast by 
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Radio Ulan Bator on 6th October which was monitored by the 
BBC. 

The party paper, Unen, is to publish regular lessons in 
Tibetan language. According to the paper, most works by 
ancient Mongolian scholars were written in Tibetan, and 
almost a million books in the Tibetan language are kept in the 
state library. Today, the Mongolian people have rushed to 
study their national, historical, cultural and scientific heritage, 
in wnich books in Tibetan play an important role", said the 
radio broadcast. 

Kelsang Yeshe, the Minister in charge of Religious Affairs for 
the Exile Tibetan Government, visited Mongolia in September 
with a group of Tibetan lamas. The party travelled on to the 
Soviet Union and visited a number of monasteries in Ulan 
Ude in Buryat, as well as the Buddhist Temple in Leningrad. 
Meetings also took place in Moscow. 

In August the Tibet Information Service, a news organisation 
based in Langenfeld, West Germany, issued an unconfirmed 
report saying that there had been 20 pro-independence 
demonstrations in Inner Mongolia during the first half of this 
year. It said that the demonstrators called for re-unification of 
the area with the now independent People’s Republic of 
Mongolia. 

7,900 Splittists arrested in East Turkestan? 

The authorities in Xinjiang, the Chinese term for East 
Turkestan, have announced the arrest of 7,900 people in a 
crackdown on "criminal activities of ethnic splittists and other 
?criminal offenders". 

According to a statement broadcast on local television on 
26th July, monitored by the BBC, 6,490 of the defendants 
received sentences in over 5,000 trials held in Xinjiang since 
January 1990. 

The statement did not specify how many of those arrested 
were held for non-political offences and how many were 
political offenders. 

Crackdown on Pornography in Tibet 

The authorities in Lhasa have announced that over 30,000 
banned books, magazines and tapes have been seized since 
August 1989 in a drive against pornography. 12 police cases 
had been dealt with, according to officials speaking at a 3-day 
meeting in Lhasa called to combat pornography in Tibet. 

The statement was broadcast by Tibet TV on 31 August. The 
anti-pornography campaign was initiated by Beijing in August 
1989 as part of its attempts to deal with unrest following the 
Tiananmen Massacre. 

On 25th October the Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress prepared to vote on a draft resolution 
making the criminal use of pornographic material a capital 
offence. 

Three days earlier Xinhua announced that in the first 8 
months of this year 80,000 people in China had been 
punished by the courts for involvement in pornography. 

Official Population figures for Tibet 

The Chinese authorities have published the first results of the 
national census, giving population figures for each province 
and region. 

The officially recognised population in the Tibet Autonomous 
Region stood at 2,196,010 when the census was taken in July 
this year, according to the People’s Daily on 7th November. 

This represents an increase of 16.04% since the last census, 
taken in 1982, when the population was 1,892,393. Of the 30 

P rovinces and regions, only Ningxia, Beijing, Guangdong and 
ujian show higher rates of population increase. The average 
within Chinese territory is given as 12.45%. 

The Tibet Autonomous Region shows as having by far the 
highest birth rate amongst all the provinces and regions, 
according to the census. At 27.6 births per 1,000 people, 


Tibetans are producing nearly a third as many children as the 
average for China, which stands at 20.98 per 1,000. This 
figure could be used to accelerate the drive, announced 
officially in May, to impose or intensify family planning controls 
throughout Tibet. 

However, the high birth rate gives a false picture, as the death 
rate in Tibet is disturbingly high and may prompt calls for 
increased focus on health facilities and food provision in Tibet. 
At 9.20 deaths per thousand population, there are nearly a 
third as many people dying in Tibet as in any province in 
China. The average is 6.28 for all regions, but only Yunnan 
comes anywhere near such a high death rate, with 7.71 
deaths per thousand population. 

The overall rate of natural increase (obtained by deducting the 
death rate from the birth rate) in the Tibet Autonomous 
Region is given as 18.40 per thousand, whihc is higher. The 
Chinese average is 14.70 per thousand, and only Ningxia and 
Anhui have higher rates. 

Population density in the Tibet Region is given as 1.8 people 
per sq. km., an about average increase of 12.5%. Tibet is by 
far the most sparsely populated area of Chinese territory, 
which averages as 118 people per sq km., close to the 
average figures for both Asia and Europe. 

The only other figure so far released by census officials gives 
the percentage of population who live in urban areas. In the 
Tibet Region this is 12.59%, the lowest of all the regions 
assessed and just under half the Chinese average. 

Seven Years of Economic Reform in Tibet - 
Statistics 

"Much progress" has been achieved in the seven years since 
reform began in Tibet, according to the People’s Daily on 21 
July. 

The article dates the beginning of the reforms in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region to 1984. It says that the "general national 
product' of the region was 2.11 billiion yuan in 1989, and the 
"national income" was 1,67 billion yuan, which it says was an 
increase of 201% since 1983, "the year prior to the reforms". 

The total output value from the agricultural sector in 1989 was 
756m yuan, an increase of 32% over 1983, and the industrial 
output value was 221m yuan. Commodity retail sales reached 
1,197 million yuan, described as an increase of 184% over 
1983. 

The average rural income in the Tibet Region increased to 
397 yuan per year, according to the report. 

Tibet archives 

The Tibet Autonomous Region has opened an archive of 
historical documents in Lhasa, according to Xinhua, the 
official Chinese News Agency, in a release on 28th July. 

Direct Dial to Lhasa 

International calls can now be dialled directly from Lhasa, 
according to Xinhua on 13 September. 

Direct dialling facilities have been laid on connecting Lhasa 
are with 500 Chinese cities and 100 foreign countries. Xinhua 
added that 606 Chinese cities now "have access to domestic 
automatic long-distance telephone services and 218 cities 
have direct dialling hook-ups to 182 countries and regions." 

Labour Laws 

China has ratified two international laws on labour conditions. 

Xinhua announced on 13th September that the National 
People’s Congress had voted to adopt the Convention on 
Equal Pay for Equal Work for Men and Women (adopted by 
the ILO in 1951 at its 34th Congress), and the Convention on 
Promoting Implementation of the International Labour 
Standard Through 3-way Consultation (adopted by the ILO in 
1976 at its 61 st Congress). 
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